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DOUBLE PROTECTION 
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4,500,000 AUTOMOBILES WILL BE IN 
OPERATION DURING THE YEAR 


Every agent and broker will make a SATISFIED CLIENT by placing his 


AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY 
PROPERTY DAMAGE and 
COLLISION INSURANCE 


in THE TRAVELERS 


assuring COMPLETE COVERAGE and unequaled service and security 











AULT 


AUTOMOBILISTS need quick and efhi- 


cient service when away from home. 

















Our 10,000 service stations provide it. 


An identification card accompanies each policy. Its pres- 
entation summons the investigators and adjusters of our 
great organization everywhere in the United States and 
Canada to the policyholder’s assistance, and makes his 
interests and responsibilities ours. 








Policies written at every Branch Office and Agency 
throughout the United States. 
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It is as advantageous to sell Travelers policies and service as to be insured in it 


Agents and Brokers should solicit every automobile owner for one of our PERSONAL 
ACCIDENT POLICIES. 4 Automobile accidents contnibute 16.5% of the accident 
claims and 19.5%, of the total beneffts paid by THE TRAVELERS. 


THE TRAVELERS INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


The leading Company writing Life, Accident, Health, Workmen’s Compensation 
and Liability Insurance in the world 


THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY 
COMPANY 


Owned and controlled by The Travelers Insurance Company 


Steam Boiler, Burglary, Plate Glass, Property 
Damage and Collision Insurance 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
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Are You Getting Your 


Share 


AST year one of every twenty- 

L nine persons in the United States 

was a prospect for several kinds 

of automobile insurance. This year 

one out of a considerably smaller num- 
ber is a prospect. 

In 1915 there was a car for every 
forty-two persons. Last year there 
was a car for every twenty-nine. 

Won’t there be a car for every 
twenty persons by the end of 1917? 

In Iowa and Nebraska there was a car 
for every thirteen persons last year. 
In fact, in twelve of the states there 
was a prospect for every twenty or less 
persons. 

In some states there is going to be 
a prospect for every ten persons. 

Remember, “persons” means 
only men and women, but children. 


Many Owners Not Insured 


HE average automobile owner 
paid automobile insurance prem- 
iums of $14.25 in 1916. 

The owners who did insure against 
the loss of their machines and against 
loss through damage suits resulting 
from the operation of their cars paid a 
much higher figure. But many of them 
took no insurance or only partially in- 
sured the risks they might have trans- 
ferred to an insurance company. 

Each owner is a prospect for a much 
larger amount than $14.25 on the aver- 
age, but you can be assured that each 
one did, on an average, pay that 
amount last year. 

In 1917 the average owner is paying 


not 





How Business 


Grows 


FIGURES OF FIRE AND MA- 
RINE COMPANIES 
Inc, Over Prev. Yr. 
Total 

Premiums Dollars Pet. 
1916 $17,800,543 $4,763,642 .39 
1915 13,036,901 3,080,827 .31 
ESTIMATED FIGURES OF 

CASUALTY COMPANIES 
Inc. Over Prev. Yr. 
Total In In 


Premiums Dollars 
$30,000,000 $8,000,000 
22,000,000 4,000,000 
18,000,000 2,500,000 
15,500,000 1,250,000 
14,250,000 3,125,000 
10,125,000 3,775,000 


Year 


Year 
1916 
1915 
1914 
1913 
1912 
1911 











more. He is paying more because the 
value of his car is greater and he needs 
more insurance. He is paying more 
because theft rates have been increased, 
while rates for other classes of automobile 
insurance have not decreased. He is 
paying more because more car owners 
are insuring themselves. 

It is up to the insurance men to in- 


L£ 


% 


at all. 
*% 


insurance man. 
% 


crease materially not only the per- 
centage of those that insure but also 
increase the kinds of insurance they 
purchase. 


$50,000,000 Premiums in 1916 


NSURANCE premiums resulting 

from the ownership and operation 
of automobiles amounted to nearly 
$50,000,000 in 1916 and will reach the 
$65,000,000 mark in 1917. 

Last year fire and marine insurance 
companies collected more than $18,- 
000,000 for fire, theft, transportation, 
collision and property damage insur- 
ance on motor cars. 

In the same period casualty com- 
panies collected over $8,000,000 in 
automobile property damage pre- 
miums. What they collected for auto- 
mobile liability insurance cannot be 
ascertained from any reports which 
they make to insurance departments, 
but it can be very closely estimated. 
As the property damage premiums rep- 
resent about 37.5 percent of the auto- 


Every automobile owner is a prospect for six kinds of insurance. 
Six kinds of insurance mean six premiums and six commissions. 


There will be five million prospects this year. 
buy all forms of insurance, some one or more forms and others none 


The agent or broker who SELLS automobile insurance to those 
who had not voluntarily decided to BUY, will not only get his com- 
missions on that business, but the commissions on some insurance that is 
BOUGHT—that agent will get the reputation of being an automobile 


* 


This number of THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER contains 
many and varied articles, tables and illustrations that should aid agents 
in SELLING automobile insurance. 


mobile liability premiums, according to 
tests made by comparisons of a num- 
ber of representative companies, the 
liability premiums in 1916 can be put 
at about $21,500,000. Thus the liability 
and property damage premiums ap- 
proach the $30,000,000 total estimated 
for casualty companies. 

There will be $25,000,000 of pre- 
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miums collected by fire and marine 
companies on automobile insurance in 
1917. 

The increase in premiums in 1916 
over the total of 1915 premiums was 39 
percent, and it should be, at the very 
least, as great a percent in 1917. 

There will be at least $40,000,000 of 
premiums collected by casualty com- 
panies on automobile insurance in 
1917. 

The increase in premiums in 1916 
over 1915 was 36 percent and in 1915 
over 1914 it was 22 percent. It is 
sure to be nearer 36 percent increase 
this year than 22, and so the esti- 
mated premiums for 1917 may even 
run greater than $40,000,000. 


More Cars; Higher Values 


HEN the increase in the num- 

ber of cars that will be manu- 
factured is taken into consideration, the 
possibilities of the automobile insurance 
business in 1917 seem almost too good 
to be true. 


THERE WILL BE $65,000,000 IN AUTOMOBILE PRE- 
MIUMS THISYEAR AND ONE OF EVERY TWENTY 
PERSONS IN THE NATION WILL BE A PROSPECT 


Last year the local agent had some 
compensation for the lower rates and 
the reduced values in the larger num- 
ber of cars that he had to insure. This 
year he has not only more cars, but 
higher rates and bigger values. 

The average price of cars advanced 
$87 during the last few months of 1916. 
Since then many more increases have 
been made in prices by various manu- 
facturers and others have promised ad- 
vances when new models are put out. 

This increase in car prices has been 
due largely to the increased cost of 
material, while the reductions of the 
past were due largely to the saving 
secured by increased production and 
the reduction in profits to makers and 
in commissions to dealers. It is not 
likely that compensation to dealers 
will go much lower than at present, 
and while materials might reduce in 
price after the war, they will probably 
never go to their old figures. Any 
consumer knows that prices of every- 
thing tend to stay up rather than to 
go down. 

This increase in price should also be 
a big indirect benefit to companies. 
It will reduce the depreciation on old 
machines, and, naturally, the hazard. 
The moral hazard is likewise improved 
to a great extent by the absence of any 
radical change in design this season. 
Cars of the 1916 model have just about 
as much style to them as those of 1917. 

Agents and companies can look for 
much in 1917—just as much as they 
go after strenuously and efficiently. 





Comparative 


Growths 


NuMBER OF CARS AND PRE- 


How 
MIUM INCOME ON AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE HAVE INCREASED 
Increases Over Previous Year in 

Percent 
re and 
No. Marine Cas. 
of Cars Cos. Cos. 

43 .o9 .06 

42 Pe. 3 | 22 

1914 38 * 16 

1913 .24 * .09 

1912 57 * .30 


Year 
1916 
1915 


*No accurate figures reported 
to insurance departments. 
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] : | h ? This ‘Calendar’ will answer these two questions quickly. 
OW O 1S t e alr e It is the “‘self-starter’’ for the new rate schedules that 
have been: made effective throughout the country by 


e ? the National Automobile Underwriters’ Conference. 
IC rate S ou e use ; Use it instead of your fingers or a pencil and paper. 


Copyright, 1917, by The National Underwriter Company 
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Automobile Insurance Number 


FABLE IN SLANG 


By E. St. Claire Snyder 


TRON 


THE FABLE OF THE WISE GUY AND THE EXTRA TRIMMINGS 
Illustration by Miss Ethel Elles Pritchard 


Rule Store in a certain 

RURAL COMMUNITY 
considered himself to be the orig- 
inal Wise Guy. 

It was his Boast that he never 
Fell for any of the new fangled 
Contraptions of the Present Time. 

He did not have to PROVE this 
as his FELLOW TOWNSMEN 
admitted it. 

Also they were willing to CON- 
CEDE that he had RETAINED 
in his POSSESSION, intact, the 
first IRON MAN he had ever 
earned. 

In fact, he was generally con- 
sidered as some TIGHT WAD. 

Oily tongued peddlers STORM- 
ED his GEN- 


Te Keeper of the Golden 


The’ Banker was SILENT 
PARTNER in the GO GET ’EM 
garage and KNEW when a 
CHECK was GOOD. 

The General Agent had been 
WISED UP. He had the Pros- 
pect PEGGED like the section 
foreman PEGS his snow fences. 

The DEMONSTRATION was 
COMPLETE and SATISFAC- 
TORY. The ride home was EX- 
HILARATING and ENJOY- 
ABLE. 

At its FINISH the WISE GUY 
succumbed and became SOLE 
OWNER of the Shiny Model A- 
XXXX Baby Grand. Later the 
check passed through clearance as 
touted. 





ERAL MER- 
CHANDISE 
EMPORIUM 
daily. They 
made the town 
while the WAY 
FREIGHT was 
TAKING WaA- 
TER, but he 
could not see 
their PROPOSI- 
TIONS in a 
TRUE LIGHT. 
The telephone 
company FAIL- 
ED to FASTEN 
a wire to his 
building. 
Business was 
TRANSACTED 
over the COUN- 
TER and for 
CASH ONLY. 
You could TAKE 
it or LEAVE it. 
The typewriter 
salesman and the 
phonograph com- 
pany representa- 
tive sent in 
BLANK RE- 
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PORTS and 
KNOCKED 
his CREDIT STANDING. 

The check protector agent with 
a PAY as you PLEASE PLAN 
also made a POOR SHOWING. 

In short, there was NOTHING 

DOING. 
_ The WISE GUY felt SECURE 
in his own ENVIRONMENT, but 
he LOST OUT when he left the 
OUTSKIRTS of his HOME 
TOWN. 

It happened when he VISITED 
the near-by TRADING CENTER 
where he kept his SECRET DE- 
POSIT. 

The banker INTRODUCED 
him to the General Agent of the 
Baby Doll Automobile Company. 


After that he NEVER had a 
CHANCE. 





and ATTACKS were RENEWED. 

The WISE GUY dodged the 
ISSUE when the Local Banker 
Agent called and made a REAR 
getaway. 

The Banker Agent Sized up the 
situation and decided to FOLLOW 
THROUGH. The Baby Grand 
was having a bad MOMENT. Her 
carburetor FLOODED at the 
PSYCHOLOGICAL time and her 
magneto TOUCHED off the CON- 
FLAGRATION. 

The Banker Agent AROSE to 
the OCCASION and called out the 
Department, but the volunteers 
LOST the hydrant wrench on the 
WAY UP and the car was a 
TOTAL LOSS. 


The Wise Guy blamed it on a 
SHORT in the LIGHTING SYS- 
TEM. The Tourist victim with a 
New York number said there were 
no EXTENUATING CIRCUM- 
STANCES and subsidized some 
LEGAL TALENT. 

After the Past Grand had under- 
gone REPAIRS the Wise Guy was 
strong for Collision and Property 
Damage. The Banker Agent 
placed his pet Company at RISK 
for the EXTRA COVERAGE but 
FELL DOWN on THEFT and 
PUBLIC LIABILITY. 

The Wise Guy maintained that 
the Past Grand was EQUIPPED 
with IGNITION LOCKS and that 
the Public was in no Danger. 

In due course 
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the Wise Guy ap- 
peared before 
TWELVE 
GOOD MEN 
and TRUE to 
show CAUSE. 


The Jury of 
his Peers listened 
and AGREED to 
PIN it on him. 
They were 
ABOUT to do 
this when an 
ALARM was 
SOUNDED at 
the outer door. 

The Inner 
4 Guard reported 
mM that the Past 
Grand LEFT 
STANDING at 
the gate had DE- 
PARTED to the 
land of CHANG- 
ING NUM- 
BERS. On its 
WAY OUT a 
school boy had 
CROSSED its 
PATH. 

The Hospital 


E STORE § 
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The Volunteers Lost the Hydrant Wrench On the Way Up 


The Baby Grand had- all the 
LATEST IMPROVEMENTS, 
but she turned out to be a BILL 
of EXPENSE. 

Her dash ASSEMBLY and the 
PARTS under the HOOD had 
SPEAKING ACQUAINTANCE 
with all MECHANICS. 

The SECRET DEPOSIT melted 
like ice on the Missouri at FLOOD 
STAGE. The purse strings DE- 
MANDS were as WELCOME as 
a Montana Chinook to the COAL 


MAN. 

The WISE GUY decided to 
TIGHTEN up and to RE- 
TRENCH. 


Insurance Agents suffered from 
FROST BITE after soliciting the 
BUSINESS. Recoveries followed 





The Silent Partner of the Go-get- 
‘em Garage HEARD of the fire 
and FASTENED a Past Grand 
Model on the Addicted Wise Guy. 
His EXPERIENCE made the Wise 
Guy easy PICKINGS for the 
Banker Agent, but he TURNED 


DOWN the EXTRA TRIM- 
MINGS. 
He MAINTAINED he would 


NEVER run into other BUZZ 
WAGONS unless the JITNEYS 
ran INTO him. 

A “FIRE ONLY” policy was 
ISSUED and the Wise Guy was 
GUILTY of Damaging Property 
the SAME evening. 

The Cuspidor Jury in the Pool 
Hall said the Wise Guy was in 
BAD. 


Surgeon stated he 

had DOUBTS 
about the boy being ABLE to 
WASH SLATES again. 

The Past Grand was a MINUS 
QUANTITY, and_ the _ boy’s 
parents ANNOUNCED their IN- 
TENTION of SUING for a Blue 
Sky Limit. 

The Past Grand, though stolen, 
still BELONGED to the Wise 
Guy. 

MORAL. 


Accidents do not HAPPEN on 
SCHEDULE TIME nor in the 
MANNER in which they are AN- 
TICIPATED. 

Air brakes STOP trains and 
EXTRA TRIMMINGS on POLI- 
CIES and PUDDINGS are BENE- 
FICIAL. 
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Aetna 

Alliance, Eng 
Alliance, Pa 
American, N. J.... 
Amer, Cent 

Amer. Eagle 
Anglo-Americai .. 
Assur. Co. Amer... 
Atlas 

Automobile, Ct.... 


Boston 
Brit. & For. Marine 
California 

Camden 

Century 

Cologne 

Colonial 

Columbia, N. J.... 
Columbian, Ind.... 
Commonw.,., N. Y.. 
Coml. Union, Eng.. 
Coml. Union, N. Y. 
Connecticut Fire... 
Continental 
Eastern, N. J 
Equitable F. & M.. 
Farmers, Ia 
Federal, N. J 
Fidelity-Phenix.. 
Fireman’s Fund... 
First Natl 

First Reinsur., Ct.. 
Frankona °: 

German Alliance... 
Germ. Amer., N. Y. 
Germania 

GSlens Pallis........ 
Globe & Rutgers.. 
Globe, Texas 
Grain Dirs. Mut... 
Guardian, Utah.... 
Hamburg Assur... 
Hamilton 

Hanover 

Hartford 

Henry Clay 

Home, N 

Indem. Mut. Marine 
Independence, 


Ins. Co. of N. Amer. 


Ins. Co. State of Pa. 
Internatl., Austria. 
lowa Mf 

L, a 14. &2%G., Bae. 
aes Oe a, IN 
London & Lancash. 
Madison 
Mannheim 

Marine, 

Md. Motor Car.... 
Mass. F. & M 
Merchants, N. Y.. 
Mass. Mutuai Auto. 
Mercantile, N. Y.. 
Minerva R. & R... 
Minneapolis l’.&M. 
Michigan Coml.... 
Milwaukee Mech... 
Minneapolis F.& M. 
National, Ct 

Natl. Ben Branklin 
Newark 

New Jersey 
Niagara 
Nord-Deutsche .. 
North British & M. 
Northern F. & M.. 
North River 


Northwest. F. & M. 


Norwich Union.... 
Ocean Marine 
Ohio Farmers 
Ohio Val. F. & M. 
Old Colony 


_*1913 statement blank called for automobile property damage premiums. 
omitting fire, theft and collision damage sustained premiums. 


Pa: 


Premiums 


107,156 


15,498 
819,215 


570,391 


102,259 
635 
6,791 
4,177 
108,224 
217,314 
204 
151,914 
346,801 
61,646 


$48,666 
58,878 
3,383 
3,969 
2,276 
278,728 
120,189 
181,098 
193,277 


737,554 
3,727 
470,751 
115,351 
980 
583,809 


439,862. 


218,639 
7,929 
254,291 
341,691 
28,145 
34,573 
296,082 
1,790 
4,012 
907 
25,998 
4,012 
197,351 
227,561 
280,345 


eth ._amenee 


i 


Loss 
Ratio 
42 §$ 
AT 
44 
41 


Losses 
$ 165,465 
5,630 
28,427 
108,457 
33,559 
4,500 


Gain 
5,872 
526 


420,936 
208,004 


254,462 


173,896 


5,481 

260 
53,030 
17,170 


132,785 
73,263 


26,110 


122,187 
107,406 
341,489 
8,324 
1,480 
308 

185 
138,557 
24,362 
70,830 
153,020 


22,502 
83,594 
133,103 


119,520 
9,079 
100,545 
150,885 
10,905 
10,273 
37,106 


59,248 
95,373 
1,607 
7,326 
136,553 


106,371 
89,600 
197,862 


65,161 
68,526 


Premiums 
$ 385,231 
11,361 


564,753 
744,287 


137,710 
168,671 


480,835 
349,568 
511 
2,776 
579,791 
20,156 
232,012 
96 
251,128 
14,691 
195,043 
246,318 
26,538 
27,247 
159,529 


218,560 
172,647 
19,948 
4,075 
32,569 
2,471 
38,827 


2,963 
"999 
73,798 


$ 


1915 





Losses 
213,243 
8,351 
24,330 


221,830 
281,529 
65,435 


2,833 
123,870 
17,986 


66,546 
374,892 


177,707 
909 
125,418 
42,450 
2.219 
207,397 
186,294 


145,533 
14,214 
70,748 


32,776 


Loss 
Ratio 


$ 


Ve 


Gain Premiums 
29,306 $ 355,925 

g 7,006 
51,361 

132,593 


331,234 
622,798 


10,464 
20,860 


13,394 
5,097 


43,811 
186,580 

—23,460 
—2,486 
22,633 
54,517 


274,588 
17,177 
172,410 


72,248 


ane, oem 


Losses 
$ 176,744 
3,008 


160,822 
1,455 
117,306 
45,029 
1,892 
204,757 
172,354 


50,668 


The National Underwriter 


Statistical History 


PREMIUMS, LOSSES AND LOSS RATIOS OF FIRE AND MARINE COMPANIES FOR FOUR YEARS AS 
REPORTED TO NEW YORK AND MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENTS AND TO THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 


——. 1913 


Loss 
Ratio Gain 
$19,736 
6,687 
3 —21,018 
37,958 


—44,062 
45,026 


Premiums 
$ 336,189 
319 

72,379 
94,635 


511,503 
299,445 


84,538 


Losses 
$152,041 
238 
25,937 
29,086 


Loss 

Ratio 
45 
74 
36 


sou 


ww 29 09 29 
=2 iS more 


69 


Many companies probably reported only premiums on property damage liability insurance, 
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Statistical History—Continued from Page 6 
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Dave X. McFiggen, Detecative 


Freeport Ill. 
My Dear Friend Fred: 


It seems every time I take a trip 
up to Chi. I get in bad some 
way or other & I was saying the 
same thing to Charley Hildreth 
the other day & he says Well 
what do you expect. You are 0 but 
a country rube & will get a pack- 
age handed to you every time you 
hit Chi. They can see you com- 
ing a mile away & I says Is that 
so? & he says Yes thats so & I 
says if I was you I would not wag 
my jaw too much on acct. they is 


“John Galager says Monty Clark has got a Ford 
down in front of the building’ 


others which has been trimmed & 
without using no names one of 
them is so close I could spit on 
him if I was that kind of a guy 
& then I says Do you get my 
drift or shall I snow again? 
I am palling around Freeport a 
lot with that Fred Gund & I 
get all them new slang frazes 
from him, only of course I can’t 
holler as loud as him, but I am 
getting better all the time. Well, 
old Charley Hildreth new what I 
meant alright so all he says was 
Huh. Well what do you expect 
from a pig but a grunt eh, Fred? 

But this last trip to Chi was a 
nockout for me. I went up to 
see the credick mgr. of Sears Roe- 
buck on acct. we had a little miss- 
understanding which by the way I 
got fixed up. & Sears & Roebuck 
can go to hell as far as I am con- 
cerned & I guess they is other male 
order houses where I[ can get stuff 
at without getting a bill for it every 
20 minutes. Anyway on Lasalle St. 
I seen Fred Sauter. He runs the 
Boston & a lot of other Co.s from 
Lansing Mich. & the Pres. of these 
Cos. is Mr. Baker who makes Bak- 
er’s Cocoa on the side but his main 
biz. is the ins. biz. Fred says Hello 
& I says Hello yourself & see how 


THE BUSH LEAGUE AGENT RECOVERS AN ALMOST STOLEN 
FORD FOR JOHN GALAGER AND FRED SAUTER 


By Howard J. Burridge 


you like it & he laffs & says right 
on the job with all the new stuff 
aint you? Well we kidded back & 
4th & finally he says Lisen I should 
think you would make a good de- 
tective you got such a smooth way 
of pulling stuff. I says I guess 
youre right. Well heres what comes 
off. Him & John Galager of the 
Etna & McClay Hoine mgr. of the 
Chi. detectives is running a bureau 
to catch auto thieves. He says it 
is going along O K but they have 
never been able to find a detective 
who was able to get back Ford 
cars which was stole. All the de- 
tectives could get back the other 
cars but not Fords & he says I was 
all most in despare til I seen you. 
Now I no you are the 1 man for 
the job. Will you take the job 
for detective for Ford cars for our 
bureau? What is the salry I says? 
$10 for every car you get. That 


was O. K. & then he says Now the 
only thing is to fix it up with John 
Galagér. They is no use for us see- 
ing McClay Hoine on acct. any- 
thing John & me does is O. K. with 
him but John is kind of a hard guy. 


You got to handle him careful. You 
go in & talk with him & he will 
be impressed with your nateral 
ability. Then while you are talk- 
ing to him I will call him up & 
recommend you. John is really 
only my asst. but I try to humor 
him along. I went into the office 
of the Etna & they showed me 
where he sat & I went up & says 
Mr. Galager? & the fellow at his 
desk says No I am waiting for Mr. 
Galager to my name is Clark can I 
do anything for you? I says No I 
cant play around with no clerks 
I have to see the boss. He says 
It is surely no disgrace to be a clerk 


but as it happens I am Pres. of the 
Etna & he hands me a card Wm. 
B. Clark it says Pres. I suppose he 
thot I was going to faint or some- 
thing but I kept cam & handed him 
1 of my cards where it says Pres. 
Amer Owl Ins. Co. & has the pic- 
ture of the owl on the card. He 
took it & says Well for so distin- 
guished a visitor I make way & he 
bowed & went away. I dont want 
to hand myself 0 but when the Pres. 
of the Etna does that you are not 
exactly a bum Fred. Pretty soon 
John Galager come in & I give him 
my card. He gave it the O.O. & 
says Your rep has come before you 
how much do you want to borrow? 
I says O I am here on a heavy deal 
& told him about the hole thing. 
Just then Fred Sauter called up & 
I heard John say alright Mr. Sauter 
& then he says to me Mr. Sauter 
seems to be in favor of you but be- 
fore I hire you I should like to give 
you atryout. I says that suits me 
& he says Well Monty Clark of the 
Hanover has got a Ford down in 
front of the Bldg. & me and Mr. 
Sauter will get in it & drive over to 
Mich. ave. there in front of the Art 
Museum & then we will get out 
& leave the car. We want you to 
walk up & drive the car away jest 
like it was your own without at- 
tracting no attention & jest like you 
would if we was thieves & had stole 
the car. Well I followed them & 
when they got out I strolled over 
& hopped in & threw her onto high 
thinking to get away quick & neat 
but when I tried to move the steer- 
ing wheel it would not budge & 
all the dam car would do was go 
around in circles & then I seen it 
had 1 of these here auto .safety 
locks on the steering wheel & so I 














“It had one of these here auto safety locks on the steeing wheel” 


tried to shut off the gas & they was 
some kind of a lock there too & 
what couldI do? &all the time the 
car was going around about & 
miles a hr. like a merry go around 
& I begun to get dizzy & about 
6000 people was on the sidewalk 
hollering Who is he racing with? 
& where is Ralph De Palma at? I 
thot I was in the car going around 
for about 2 wks. & finally the gas 
give out & she stopped. Dont ever 
let no 1 tell you a Ford aint got 
no endurance Fred because I no 
different. Well a big cop comes 
rushing up & says Come on quietly 
now the wagon is waiting here for 
you but I says Cant a man make 





















































“I did not have to pay no fine or 0” 


a little mistake without getting run 
in? & he hollers almost as loud as 
Fred Gund Little mistake. You 
swipe a man’s car & then run it 
around in circles on Mich. Boul. at 
the buzziest time of day & call that 
a little mistake? Come on the 
wagons waiting & it wont run in no 
circles either. Don’t let it go nc 
farther Fred but strictly confiden- 
tial I was arrested. They was no 
1 in the crowd who new me & 
where Mr. Sauter & John Galager 
went is a miss tree to me. Monty 
Clark comes over to the station 
house & says I should ought to be 
put in a nuttey ward & I did not 
say 0 to him & I no when to keep 
my mouth shut. Finally the chief 
called up Mr. Sauter & him & John 
Galager come over & got me out 
& they no all the cops on acct. of 
the bureau so I did not have to pay 
no fines or 0. Mr. Sauter & John 
Galager is good scouts but I dont 
want there job at no price, This 
is the worse thing that ever hap- 
pened to me & if it was known in 
Freeport that I was arrested my 
rep. would be gone. Them locks 
may be a good thing but I bet the 
guy that invented them came from 
Riverside Ill. where all the Sts. 
is in curves, 


Your old friend Dave. 
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Automobile Insurance Number 





Automobile Policies 
of the 


“TWO HARTFORDS” 








The Hartford Fire Insurance 


Company of Hartford, Connecticut, is- 
sues policies that insure owners of auto- 
mobiles against loss by 


. From any cause, in garage 
Fire or on the road. 


Theft Including loss or damage 


while in the hands of thieves. 


Collision 2 $222 ' % 


Owner’s own Car. 


mobile Insurance. 












The Hartford Accident and 


Indemnity Company of Hartford, 
Connecticut, issues policies that insure 
owners of automobiles against loss by 


Liability For the injury or death 


of one or more persons. 


Damage To the cars or the 


property of others. 


Collision oiacrs own cas 


“HARTFORD” AGENTS 


Are in a position to sell an automobile owner complete insurance, for the coverage of 
the Two Hartfords includes Fire, Theft, Collision, Full Liability, Property Damage, 
Tornado, Cyclone, Earthquake and Accidental and External Discharge or Leakage 
of Water. ‘Hartford’? Agents never have to send business to competitors. Look 
over your supplies and be ready for the next man that asks for “Hartford’’ Auto- 


Hartford Fire Insurance Company 
Hartford Accident and Indemnity Company 


Hartford, Connecticut 
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Creative Soliciting 


HOW THEFT INSURANCE CAN BE SOLD 
IN SMALL TOWNS AND TO FARMERS 


By W. H. Steele 


|’: SELLING anything it is first nec- 
essary to convince your prospective 
buyer that he needs it. This, of course, 
does not need to be done in handling es- 
tablished lines of business like fire insur- 
ance where the necessity has already 
been established by years of usefulness 
in the business world. Automobile in- 
surance is a new line of coverage that 
has been before the public only a few 
years, and it was at first very difficult 
to convince people that they even 
needed fire and explosion coverage. I 
well remember one of the first pros- 
pects I approached on the subject of a 
fire policy on his new car. He stood 
and looked at me for a few minutes 
after I broached the subject as if he 
thought I was crazy. Then he said: 
“Do you think I am foolish enough to 
pay $1.75 a hundred for insurance on a 
thing that I couldn’t burn if I tried to? 
That car is nearly all steel and iron; 
there is no danger of its burning.” 


Matter of Education 


Time has shown that cars do burn 
and that fire insurance is needed just 
as much on automobiles as on any other 
class of property. It is very seldom 
now that the solicitor for this class of 
insurance finds it necessary to convince 
his prospect of the need of fire cover- 
age on his car, even in the small towns 
or on the farm. 

When we commenced writing auto- 
mobile insurance, the greater part of 
the theft losses probably did occur 
in the city, and the mistaken idea got 
abroad that the small towns were being 
unjustly taxed to pay for the excessive 
theft losses in the city. There might 
have been some truth in this at one 
time, when nearly all the cars were 
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owned in the cities and scarcely anyone 
outside a city knew how to operate a 
car; but it is different now, since they 
have come into general use and every- 
body can run them. Automobile thiev- 
ery is continually on the increase, and 
insurance companies are obliged to read- 
just their rates every year to meet climb- 
ing losses. It is a significant fact, too, 
that this increase is all under the theft 
coverage and the small towns and the 
country come in for their full share of 
this increase, which shows the growing 
need of this class of insurance in the 
small towns. 


—From the “Tribune,” Chicago. 


The public should be kept informed 
on these changed conditions and the 
increasing need of theft protection and 
they will then be in a receptive mood 
when approached for this class of busi- 
ness. The local paper is the most ef- 
fective medium for disseminating this 
knowledge and the editor is always glad 
to get items of news or information for 
publication. 

Whenever you see an item in your in- 
surance journals or hear of anything 
that will make good seed, pass it on 
to the editor of your local paper and 
let him sow it. When published, clip 


it, paste it in your “pocket persuader” 
and have it handy for a knock-out argu- 
ment when needed. 

The pocket-persuader above men- 
tioned is an invaluable adjunct in 
soliciting any kind of insurance, but 
especially so when presenting a new line. 
Any neat, pocket-size book, can be used 
for the purpose. Paste the clippings in 
under classified headings so they can be 
easily referred to. 

Even though a solicitor might be ever 
so well informed on his business, he 
will render his arguments more force- 
ful when backed by statements collected 
from reliable sources. 


Quote Combined Rate 


It would be impossible to give in- 
formation in an article of this kind that 
would be of much value to the local 
agent in handling individual prospects, 
as each one will need to be handled 
differently, but there are a few general 
rules which experience has shown to be 
universally helpful. Never allow your- 
self to be put on the defensive if possi- 
ble during an interview, but rather lead 
your prospect in the direction that will 
be most likely to land the business. 
Never quote fire and theft rates sepa- 
rately, as I have seen many good pros- 
pects lost in this way. Very many of 
the machines you have to handle come 
under classes D or E and it would be 
poor policy to quote a rate of $1.00 for 
fire and $2.00 and $2.75 additional for 
theft. Quote the full coverage rate, on 
the car in question, and, if you are 
obliged to compromise on fire coverage 
later it will be an easy matter to do so. 
Automobile theft insurance is profitable 
to the local agent, and can be greatly 
increased if he will make a special effort 
to push it. 


The ge Saturation Point) 


SIX MILLION CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES CAN AND WILL BE- 
FORE LONG OWN MOTOR CARS AND NEED AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 


By Paul Fry 


HE possibility of the automobile 
market reaching a “saturation 
point” is of special interest to the 

insurance companies and agents writing 
automobiles as well as those directly 
engaged in the industry. Looking back 
twenty years we find men struggling 
to produce a car that would run and 
who were ridiculed, and charged with 
being cranks, dreamers and an im- 
practical idealist. 

Then the automobile industry in this 
country amounted to nothing. 


Big Insurable Values 


Today it represents a business invest- 
ment of over $500,000,000 (a year). 
Even this immense sum does not cover 
the millions used in the manufacture of 
automobile parts and accessories. The 
industry has grown so rapidly that the 
general public has not been able to 
realize its volume or its actual stand- 
ing with respect to other industries. 
For the insurance man it not only has 
created the automobile itself as a sub- 
ject for insurance, but the factory, gar- 


age, salesroom and warehouse and va- 
rious other manufacturing companies 
which are supported by the auto busi- 
ness. 

Early Estimates Exceeded 


With the wonderful strides made in 





YEAR BY YEAR INCREASE 
IN PROSPECTS 


Cars Inc. Inc. 
Year Registered in Number in % 
1916 3,541,738 1,070,143 
1915 2,471,595 734.805 
1914 1,736,790 482,915 
1913 1,253,875 243,392 
1912 1,010,483 343,483 
1911 677,000 a ore 











the past, what is the destiny of the mo- 
tor car industry? What does tomorrow 
hold in store for us? Just how many 
automobiles can be used in this coun- 


try? At first the estimate was put at 
2,000,000 by automobile men. Then 
came the estimate of 3,000,000, but this 
has now ‘been passed and there are 
about 3,500,000 automobiles running 
and registered in the various states 
with apparently no decrease in the de- 
mand. 

In addition to the new buyers each 
year there are those who have been 
owners and will continue to be, whose 
cars are rapidly going to the junk shop. 
The accepted average life of the auto- 
mobile is about five years in the hands 
of the original owner, and as the man, 
who once owns a car, will not there- 
after be without one, the reorder mar- 
ket in 1917 will call for about 600,000 
machines, or 20 percent of the three 
and a half million now in use. 


Six Million Owners Possible 


Figuring that there are 6,000,000 peo- 
ple in the United States who could own 
motor cars and operate them, the mar- 
ket for 1917 presents a possibility of 
7,600,000 cars, not more than 1,600,000 


will be built, making an excess market 
_— buyers, at the beginning of 

Automobile men say these figures are 
decidedly conservative, because they 
take no consideration of 

(1) Any export outlet, , 

(2) The people who have or will 
have two or more machines, 

(3) Increased population, 

(4) Increased prosperity, 

(5) A million or more town or city 
families, who do not own the homes in 
which they live, but are well able to 
buy and maintain a motor car. 

(6) The business houses, retail and 
wholesale merchants, who use thou- 
sands of roadsters, for salesmen, and 
many thousand more of delivery cars. 

(7) Taxicabs and other cars for pub- 
lic hire. 

Big Future in Store 

As one-half of the automobile mile- 
age of the country is made by cars used 
for commercial purposes, automobile 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 28) 
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Automobile Insurance Number 
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leads 
In Automobile Insurance 





: THE FIRST to offer in one Combination Policy complete 
insurance protection to motor car and owner against all 
the insurable risks of Fire, Theft, Collision, Property Damage 
and Personal Injury Liability. 
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THE FIRST to furnish with its automobile policies Identifica- 
tion Cards which place A‘ttna agents everywhere at the 
service of the motorist in the event of accident in any part of 
the country. 


















THE FIRST to grant a Daily Indemnity for the loss of use of 
an automobile because of fire, collision, theft, etc. 


THE FIRST to grant a Weekly Indemnity for the motorist’s loss 
of time due to injury caused by accident while automobiling. 


THE FIRST to grant a discount of 15% off fire premiums for 
automobiles equipped with Pyrene Hand Fire Extinguishers. 


It Will Pay You to be an 4¢tna-izer 
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: The 4£tna Accident and Liability Company 


: The Automobile Insurance Company 
; of Hartford, Conn. 


/ 


f 
s SEND FOR PARTICULARS TO PY 
5 / 
: Automobile Department of is 
P y / The 2tna 
5 AXtna Life Insurance Company Accident and 


/ Liability Company, 
Hartford, Conn. 


/ Please mail me full par- 
ticulars and rates of your 
ZEtna Auto Combination. 
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WHERE 


Allen Motor Company, Fostoria, O.— 
Motor number on all models is on the 
left hand corner. 

Anderson Motor Co., Rock Hill, S. C. 
—Motor number on all models is on 
dash of body under the hood. 

Austin Automobile Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.—Motor number on 1917, 
1916, 1915 models is located on instru- 
ment board; 1914 models, on back of 
body. 

Baker Electric—Baker R. & L. Com- 
pany, Cleveland, O.—Motor number plates 
on all models of electric cars are placed 
on the under side of the motor, and can 
be seen by getting under the car. 

Cadillac Motor Car Co., Detroit, 
Mich.—Motor numbers on types 55, 53 
and 51 is on right hand cylinder block, 
at rear end on all eight-cylinder en- 
gines; 1914 models, on front of crank 
case on the left side. 

Cameron Manufacturing Company, 
New Haven, Conn.—Motor number on 
1917 and 1916 models is on front right 
hand side of crank case on top of 
starter bracket; 1915 and 1914 models is 
on rear right side on yoke in front of 
fly wheel rim. 

Case—J. I. Case Threshing Machine 
Company, Racine, Wis——Motor number 
. on 1917 and 1916 models is located on 
letter E in “base,” above carburetor; 
1915 models is located on top of cylin- 
ders, left hand side; 1914 models is lo- 
cated at front end of motor on upper 
part of cylinder. 

Chalmers Motor Company, Detroit, 
Mich.—Motor number on 1917 and 1916 
models is on top of crank case and rear 
of cylinder block (Model 35 A. and B.); 
motor number on 1915 models is right 
hand front crank case (Model 32); right 
hand front motor leg (Model 26-B); 
Motor number on 1914 models is on 
right hand rear motor leg (Model 24 
and 29); right hand front motor leg 
(Model 26 and 26-B). 

Chandler Motor Car Company, Cleve- 
land, O.—Motor number on 1917 models 
is located on front right hand motor 
support; 1916 models, front left hand 
motor support; 1915 and 1914 models, 
front right hand motor support. 

Chevrolet Motor Company, Flint, 
Mich.—1917 motor and car numbers on 
plate on dash under cowl. 1916 num- 
ber on top front motor support, car- 
buretor side; also on fly wheel. 1915 
“Classic” on dash under hood and on 





rear motor support, carburetor side. 
1915 “Light Six” car number on hub 
of steering column and motor number 
on crank case, carburetor side. 1915 
“Royal Mail,” “Baby Grand” and 
“Amesbury” car number on top front 
motor support, carburetor side, and 
also on fly wheel. 1914, 1913, 1912 
“Classic” car number on dash under 
hood and motor number on rear motor 
support, carburetor side. 1914 “Light 
Six” car number on hub of steering 
column and motor number on crank 
case, carburetor side. 1914 “Royal 
Mail” and “Baby Grand” car number 
on top front motor support, carburetor 
side, and also on fly wheel. 1913 “Lit- 
tle Six” car number on plate on right 
rear end of upper crank case. 1913 
“Little Four” car number on top, on 
right hand side, near front end of crank 
case, and also on top of rear crank case 
flange. 

Cole Motor Car Company, Indianapolis, 
Ind.—All motors are numbered on the 
bell housing that attaches next to the 
transmission, in which is contained the 
fly wheel; this number is stamped with 
a steel stencil on the machined edge of 
this bell housing. Chasses are num- 
bered on the right hand nose of the 
frame, same being in half-inch figures. 
The body is numbered with a plate se- 
curely tacked on to the frame or the 
body under the front right hand 
cushion. ‘ 

Commonwealth Motors Company, 
Chicago, Ill—Motor number on all 
models is on plate on side of crank 
case. 

Crawford Automobile Company, 
Hagerstown, Md.—Motor number on 
1917 and 1916 models is on heel board, 
front seat; 1915 models is under cowl; 
1914 models is on heel board, front seat. 

Crow—Elkhart Motor Company, Elk- 
hart, Ind.—Serial numbers of cars are 
placed on plate attached to instrument 
board and also on front end of the right 
hand frame arm. 

Cunningham, James, Sons & Co., 
Rochester, N. Y.—Motor number on all 
models is located on left front arm of 
motor. 

Dispatch Motor Company, Minneapo- 
lis, Minn—Motor number on all models 
is located top side right rear arm. 

Dodge Brothers, Detroit, Mich— 
Motor number on all models is on gear 
case cover, 


Dorris Motor Car Company, St. 
Louis, Mo.—Motor number on all 
models is stamped on top of number 1 
cylinder and on crank case, also on 
number plate on side of motor. 

Dort Motor Car Company, Flint, 
Mich.—Motor number on all models is 
on name plate on left hand side of mo- 
tor, also on right hand rear motor sup- 
port. Serial number of automobile is 
stamped on left hand side of frame by 
the lamp bracket, also on name plate 
on front of body under hood. 

Elcar—Elkhart Carriage & Motor Car 
Company, Elkhart, Ind.—Motor num- 
ber on all models is on left hand side 
of upper half of crank case. 

Glide—The Bartholomew Company, 
Peoria, I11.—Motor number on 1917 and 
1916 models is on top of left rear motor 
leg; 1915 and 1914 models is on left side 
upper crank case. 

Grant Motor Car Company, Findlay, 
O.—Motor number on all models is on 
the upper portion of left hand rear mo- 
tor support. 

Haynes Automobile Company, Ko- 
komo, Ind.—Motor number on 1917 
models 40 and 41 is placed on the crank 
case on the right hand side between the 
cylinder block and the chain case; 1917 
models 36 and 27 is placed on the part 
that carries the tire pump; 1916 models 
34 and 35 and all 1915 and 1916 models 
is placed on the crank case on the right 
hand side behind the water pump. 

Hudson Motor Car Company, De- 
troit, Mich—Motor number on 1917 
and 1916 models is on left front motor 
arm; 1915 models is on right rear mo- 
tor leg near generator; 1914 models is 
on right rear motor leg near generator. 

Inter-State Motor Company, Muncie, 
Ind.—Motor number on 1917, 1916 and 
1915 models is stenciled on left hand 
side of cylinder block serial number of 
car under front seat cushion, left hand 
side; 1914 models is stenciled on left 
hand side of crank case, serial number 
of car on front seat riser, right hand 
side. 

Jackson Automobile Company, Jack- 
son, Mich—Motor number on 1917 
models is between 2 and 3 cylinders on 
top of crank case; 1916 models is on 
bell housing center and top; 1915 
models is on fly wheel, bell housing top 
and center; 1914 models is on top cen- 
ter of fly wheel bell housing. 

King Motor Car Company, Detroit, 
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It skidded. Without collision insurance the owner would have skidded financially, too. 


The National Underwriter 


Those Pesky Numbers Can Be Found 
on Different Makes of Motor Cars 


Mich—Motor number on the 1917 
model is on the top of the crank case 
between the cylinders. It is at the 
front end of the top of the crank case 
just back of the fan. On the 1916 eight- 
cylinder car of the seven-passenger 
type, known as our model “E,” it is the 
same as 1917 model. On the smaller 
eight-cylinder car, known as the model 
“D” five-passenger touring, for the year 
1915 and 1916, the motor number is on 
the right hand side of the crank case. 
It is at the front on the side just back 
of the gear case cover. The four cyl- 
inder model “B” 1914 car and the model 
“C” four-cylinder 1914 and 1915 model, 
the number is at the left hand side of 
the crank case at the front, just back 
of the gear case cover. 

Kline Kar—Kline Motor Car Corpor- 
ation, Richmond, Va.—Motor number 
on 1917 models is stamped on brass 
plate on left hand side of motor; 1916 
models is stamped on right hand front 
motor leg. 

Locomobile Company of America, 
Bridgeport, Conn.—Motor number on 
all models is stamped with steel letters 
on the side of crank case just behind 
the magneto coupling. 


Majestic Motor Company, Inc., New 
York, N. Y.—Motor number on 1917 
models is on left side of crank case, just 
below rear cylinder. 

Marmon—Nordyke & Marmon Com- 
pany, Inc., Indianapolis, Ind.—Motor 
number is found on the older cars, on 
the heel board underneath the driver’s 
seat, or stamped in the left frame mem- 
ber underneath the front floor board. 
On the 1916 and 1917 cars the number 
is stamped in the same location on the 
frame, and in addition is on the dash 
underneath the cowl. The motor num- 
bers will be found stamped on the case 
where the tire pump is attached. 

McFarlan Motor Car Company, Con- 
nersville, Ind—Motor number on all 
models is located either on front end of 
crank case or on the dash or heel board. 

Mercer Automobile Company, Tren- 
ton, N. J—Motor number on 1917, 1916 
and 1915 models is on aluminum valve 
cover; 1914 models is on right hand 
front side of crank case, near oil filler. 

Moline Automobile Co., East Moline, 
Tll.—Motor number on all models is on 
left side of crank case over tuning 
gears; also on name plate on dash. 

Jeffery—The Nash Motors Company, 
Kenosha, Wis.—On the 1917 models, on 
the four-cylinder motor, the serial num- 
ber is located on the right side on the 
rear support, and on the six on the left 
side of cylinder block near the front. 
On the 1916 models, on the four-cyl- 
inder car the serial number is located 
on the right side of the motor on the 
rear support, and on the six just below 
the valve enclosure cover on the right 
side. On the 1915 and 1914 four-cylin- 
der models the serial number is located 
on the right side of the motor, on the 
rear support. On the six-cylinder mo- 
tor the serial number is located on the 
rear support on the left side. 


National Motor Car & Vehicle Cor- 
poration, Indianapolis, Ind.— Motor 
number on 1916-7 cylinder model is 
placed on left side of crank case imme- 
diately behind front engine arm; 1917 
12-cylinder model is located on top of 
left rear engine arm; 1916 6-cylinder 
model is located on left side of crank 
case between oil level indicator and oil 
filler; 1916 12-cylinder model is on top 
of left rear engine arm; 1915 model is 
located on left side of crank case imme- 
diately behind water pump: 1914 model 
is located on left side of crank case op- 
posite steering chuck. 

Oakland Motor Car Company, Pon- 
tiac, Mich.—Motor number of model 34, 
1917 model, is located midway between 
the front and the rear of the motor on 
the left hand side; model 50, 1917 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 23) 
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Will go into fields where desirable 
general agency connections can be 
made. 


Address 
REES WILKINSON, Secretary 
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Do Automobiles 























Minneapolis, Minn., News, Nov. 15, 1916. 


FIRE FIEND EXCEEDS 
LEGAL SPEEDINAUTO 


Cold Carburetor Coughs and 
Machine Burns Before 
Firemen Arrive. 





Why fire insurance rates on automo- 
biles are high was demonstrated today 
at Marquette and Washington avenues. 

A chilly carburetor on an Overland 
touring car listed to W. J. Ryan, 373 
Aldrich avenue south, gave a conven- 
tional cold weather cough. 

The ensuing back fire ignited the oil 
in the pan and the gasoline in the feed 
pipes. 

Almost before passersby knew why 
the machine had stopped the motor was 
a mass of flames and they were burst- 
ing out through the hood and radiator. 

While one man ran to call the fire 
department others dashed into nearby 
bar-rooms and stores for fire extinguish- 
ing apparatus. Everything from chem- 
ical extinguishers and seltzer bottles 
with siphon attachments to buckets of 
water was brought into play. 

The flames worked faster than the 
emergency squad and ate away most 
of the machine before the firemen ar- 
rived. Lieut. Pat Burns and Pipeman 
Frank Barrett of the auxiliary did ar- 
rive in time to suffer burned hands in 
their efforts to extinguish what little 
fire remained. 









Minnesota Insurance Department Bulletin, 
Dec. 5, 1917. 


BACK-FIRES 


Many cars have been destroyed by 
catching fire from this source. Recently a 
St. Paul paper gave an account of a car 
which burned up on the road. The occu- 
pants could do nothing but stand and 
watch it burn. The loss was $2,000. 
Back-fires are more apt to occur in cold 
weather. Are you prepared for an emer- 
gency of this kind by having your car 
equipped with one of those little approved 
extinguishers? 

If your car is equipped and you have 
put it up for the winter, why not have 
that protection in the home for a few 
months by hanging the extinguisher in 
the kitchen; it might come in handy. 





Even a Metal Body Goes 


NEWS TELLS HOW FIRES START 
PHOTOGRAPHS SHOW THE RESULTS 






The National Underwriter 


urn. 








PICTURES on this page are from 
photographs secured by L. L. Sand- 
ers, superintendent of the automobile 
department of the National Fire of Hart- 
ford. 











Nashville, Tenn., Banner, Jan. 16, 1917. 


~| AUTOMOBILE TRUCK 
5 DESTROYED BY FIRE 


An automobile delivery truck owned by 
‘the Nashville Baking Company caught 
fire while parked at the corner of Fifth 
avenue and Union street yesterday and 
was destroyed with a loss of several hun- 
dred dollars. Engine Companies 2 and 5 
responded to the alarm, but arrived too 
late to save the machine. The exact cause 
of the fire could not be determined upon. 





Tulsa, Okla., World, Jan. 8, 1917. 
Automobile Burns. 


Special to The World. i 


Collinsville, Okla., Jan. 7.—A large au- 
tomobile being’ driven from Tulsa to Col- 
linsville by Lee How caught on fire and 
was completely destroyed south of 
Owasso. The automobile was owned by 
Doctor Black of Tulsa. It was being 
driven by young How, who was on his 
way to this city to transact some busi- 
ness for the doctor, who is interested in 
some oil leases in this vicinity. How was 
alone in the car when it caught on fire. 
The car was insured for $1,000. 





Chicago Herald, Oct. 4, 1916. ‘ 


HITS MATCH; $50,000 FIRE 


Rock Island, Ill., Oct. 3.—Someone 
stepped on a match when watching a 
friend fill his automobile gasoline tank 
tonight at Orion, twenty-five miles south 
of here, and the fire which resulted 
burned six business buildings and sev- 
eral homes. Equipment was sent from 
Moline and this city and the town saved 
from destruction. The loss was $50,000. 


Chicago Daily News, Jan. 18, 1917. 


WORLD SERIES AUTO BURNED 


Harry Hooper’s Car Is Destroyed by Fire at 
Sutter Gun Club 





Harry Hooper’s world series automobile 
has been destroyed by fire. The machine 
was purchased with some of the money 
Hooper drew down on the winner’s end 
of the postseason series between the Bos- 
ton Red Sox and the Brooklyn Trolley 
Dodgers last fall. 

The machine was destroyed at the Sut- 
ter Gun Club, where Hooper was enjoy- 
ing a hunting trip. The trouble was start- 
ed by a backfire. When the fire was ex- 
tinguished Hooper’s automobile was de- 
clared to be a pile of junk. 





Maysville, Ky., Bulletin, Jan. 17, 1917. 
AUTOMOBILE DESTROYED 





An automobile driven by Joseph Har- 
rison, of Carlisle, caught fire from “back 
firing’ midway between Paris and Mil- 
lersburg and was entirely destroyed. 
The machine was valued at $1,200. 
































































































If it Weren’t for the War This Wouldn’t Be Even Junk 








Heat Enough to Melt Front Tire 


Pipestone, Minn., Star, Feb. 20, 1917. 
CAUSE OF FIRES 





The report of State Fire Marshal 
Robert W. Hargadine, which has just 
come from the printer, shows 2,962 fires 
with $4,963,533 loss in Minnesota in 
1916. 

Carelessness with matches is charged 
for 151 fires, causing $159,975 property 
damage. Children playing with matches 
caused 68 fires and $23,268 in losses, 
and rats and mice and matches caused 
nine fires, resulting in $9,925 of dam- 
age. Children playing with fire are 
blamed for 41 fires that consumed prop- 
erty valued at $32,299. 


BACKFIRING AUTOMOBILES 
STARTED FORTY-TWO BLAZES 
WITH $11,575 LOSS 


Bonfires are blamed for two fires cost- 
ing $1,150. Three Christmas trees fires 
caused $674 fire losses, and careless- 
ness with candles started 19 fires with 
$4,317 damage. Electric wires began 96 
fires, resulting in $402,638 of losses. 
There was a loss of $496,194 from 129 
fires communicated to adjoining build- 
ings, and $1,509,653 loss in 659 fires of 
undetermined origin. 

Gas stove explosions numbered il 
and caused $5,300 losses; gas explo- 
sions 15, with $10,214 damage and gas 
jets, one blaze that cost $225. Gaso- 
line, kerosene, sparks and exposed 
woodwork are charged with numerous 
fires, all materially increasing the prop- 
erty losses. 

Motion picture machines are blamed 
for three fires and $3,575 damages; 
lightning, 104 fires and $147,308 dam- 
age; flat irons with four fires and $320 
loss; and incubator lamps with two fires 
and $1,500 damages. 





Indianapolis News, Jan. 17, 1917. 


Sheridan, Ind., January 17.—Four em- 
ployes of the Burris-Storms garage here 
were painfully burned last night when the 
building was destroyed by fire. Thirty 
automobiles stored in the garage were 
destroyed and the men were injured in 
trying to save the machines, 

The injured are: William Agers, arm 
broken; J. W. Williams, hand and knee 
badly crushed: Joe Paddock, nose broken 
and face and hands severely burned, and 
Bernie Berton, hands painfully burned. 
The injured men were taken to their 
homes. 

The loss is estimated at $25,000 and is 
partly covered by insurance. 

A panic was narrowly averted in a pic- 
ture show which occupies a building ad- 
joining the garage. The “movie” was 


filled with people when the fire started. 
All got out safely. . 
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Automobile Insurance Number 











A Fire Insurance Company Is Valued for Its— 


Strength Service 
Integrity 
Permanence and Unquestioned Strength 


$6,966,172.75 
3,800,959.43 


A Broad Underwriting Service to Agents 


Writes Fire, Automobile, Rent, Sprinkler Leakage, Tornado, 
Use and Occupancy, Explosion, etc. 


United States Home Office Building 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Assets of “ ‘“ . 
Surplus of - < . 


Automobile Policies give full cover, protecting the assured against 100 
percent of the insurable hazards, in 100 percent of the territory his car 
covers and during 100 percent of the time for which the contract is issued 


WORKS IN HARMONY WITH AMERICAN 
AGENCY PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES 


JAMES H. BREWSTER 
anager 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


HENRY J. HOUGE 
J. H. VREELAND 
Assistant Secretaries 


Scottish Gnion & National 


Susurance Company 














The first Company to do a General Automo- 
bile Insurance Business throughout the 
United States. 











FIREMAN’S FUND INSURANCE COMPANY 


SAN FRANCISCO 


$ 1,500,000 
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Cash Capital ....... 
Cash Assets ....... -~ 
Surplus to Policyholders . . 


SOUTHEASTERN DEPARTMENT 
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JOHN MARSHALL, JR. 
MANAGER 
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Over Eight Thousand Agents in the United | ATLANTIC MARINE DEPARTMENT 
States to whom Automobile Accidents may 
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The National Underwriter 


Approved and Labeled Locks 


HE magnitude of the theft losses on 
automobiles is so well understood 
among insurance men that no comment 
on it is needed here. The urgent need 
for a remedy, both from the standpoint 
of the insurance man and that of the 
car owner, became apparent two or 
three years ago. An early result was 
that inventors possessed of varying de- 
grees of skill and ingenuity began to 
give thought to the development of 
locks suitable for automobiles. It was 
not long before the market supply left 
little to be desired so far as number 
and variety of automobile locks was 
concerned, and insurance men and pub- 
lic safety officials began to be con- 
stantly importuned for their endorse- 
ment of this type of lock or that. 
Some eighteen months ago the serv- 
ices of Underwriters’ Laboratories were 
enlisted, the need of advices from un- 
biased technical experts as to the cor- 
rectness of the claims of inventors and 
manufacturers having become urgent. 
It is stated that since then samples of 
nearly a dozen different types of locks 
have been formally submitted to the 
laboratories for examination and test; 
following these examinations and tests, 
more than half of the submittors have 
been listed as manufacturers, prepared 
to furnish automobile locks suitable for 
the purpose intended. 


Some Locks Lack Labels 


While this investigation of sample 
locks has unquestionably brought about 
improvement in the quality of locking 
devices available, a condition remains 
that ought to be remedied, and which 
it ought not to prove difficult to 
remedy. 

Each of the manufacturers submit- 
ting sample locks for investigation has 
entered into the usual agreement to the 
effect that opportunity would be given 
for the laboratories to employ its sys- 
tem of inspection at the factory and 
labeling of locks intended to be sold 
as approved devices. But it appears 
now that in the very large sale of locks 
going on throughout the country at this 
time the locks provided are very gen- 
erally locks which the laboratories’ rep- 





MANY DEVICES ON MARKET 


THAT DO NOT MEASURE UP 


TO STANDARDS FIXED BY UNDERWRITERS LABORATORIES 


resentatives have never had an oppor- 
tunity to see at all, although they are 
made by manufacturers listed as 
equipped to make an approved prod- 
uct. 

The remedy for this condition is ap- 
parent. It must not be forgotten that 
laboratory tests on sample products by 
Underwriters’ Laboratories is but the 
first step toward securing the informa- 
tion. that is needed. To make these 
tests of lasting value it has been found 
that they must be followed up with 
suitable methods of subsequent inspec- 


tions and proper service value deter- 
minations. 

Where the lock offered for sale does 
not bear the label, there is lacking the 
necessary evidence that it is of the 
standard type. If the label is absent, 
the lock is either one that has not been 
inspected at all by the underwriters, 
or one that has been rejected as not 
being suitable. The label on the lock 
itself is the evidence that the lock has 
been properly inspected at the factory 
and that it has been passed by Under- 
writers’ Laboratories. This label is 


either in the form of a narrow strip of 
metal attached permanently to the lock 
and bearing the words “Underwriters 
Laboratories Inspected Automobile 
Lock,” or it is stamped in some con- 
venient part of the lock body with the 
first three words abbreviated. 

To meet this condition the compa- 
nies are now attaching a lock warranty 
to all policies where credits for locking 
devices are given in the rate. This 
warranty provides that the lock is not 
only of an approved type, but also 
bears the label. 





OUTWITTING THE AUTO THIEF. 
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Farm Mutuals and Cars 


FARMER'S AUTO BRINGS ABOUT CHANGES IN 
METHODS OF TOWNSHIP AND COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS 


ARMERS automobiles have caused 

the farm mutual insurance compa- 
nies trouble in a variety of ways. 
The losses on machines have been 
greater than on ordinary farm property 
and these companies have found it un- 
desirable to continue covering them 
under regular farm policies. In fact, 
the prevalence of cars in some com- 
munities has pushed the losses up on 
the farm mutuals to such an extent that 
they have felt the need of higher assess- 
ments. 

The automobile and the lightning rod 
jointly have started an upheaval in the 
methods followed by this class of insur- 
ance companies. It has been their gen- 
eral habit to levy assessments accord- 
ing to valuation on all policyholders 
alike, even though one farmer might 
have a hazardous risk and another one 
a very good one. Now all of these 
companies are thinking about rating 
risks by schedule, just as the stock 
companies rate city property. 

This condition of affairs has dis- 


gruntled some policyholders who did 
not use machines and made them better 
prospects for the agents of the stock 
companies. Another advantage that 
the stock company man has had in get- 
ting the automobile business of the 
farmers is the broader coverage that he 
can give. Many farm mutuals are not 
permitted to cover property beyond the 
township or a number of townships or 
beyond the county in which they are 
located. The stock company can cover 
the farmer’s automobile anywhere in 
the United States. Some farm mutual 
policies also cover all movable property 
only while on the premises of the farm, 
while the automobile policy of the 
stock company gives coverage 100 per- 
cent of the time, no matter where the 
machine may be. 

The farm mutual is likewise unable 
to cover the explosion hazard to the 
same extent that the stock company 
can and in no state has it been able to 
cover the theft hazard. A bill was in- 
troduced in the Iowa legislature this 
year to permit the writing of theft in- 
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SUBSTITUTE SQUARE WHEELS 


WHEN LEAVING YOUR CAR OVERS MINUYES 


surance by this class of companies. Its 
purpose, of course, was to put the farm 
mutuals on a competitive basis with 
stock companies as regards automobile 
and tractor insurance. 


Made Tornado Popular 


The farm mutuals and the specializ- 
ing mutuals of the trans-Mississippi 
field have made one distinct contribu- 
tion to automobile insurance. They 
have pushed the tornado end of this 
business and made it popular with 
farmers. Because the automobile insur- 
ance has been handled largely by ma- 
rine departments or special departments 
in fire companies, tornado insurance on 
cars was never pushed by the stock 
companies as it should have been. Of 
late years they have realized the pos- 
sibilities of this field to a greater ex- 
tent and are now granting the cover- 
age very generally. The new rules and 
rates of the Western Automobile Con- 
ference provide that this coverage may 
be given for twenty cents additional 
rate. 

The ability of the stock company 
agent to give the farmer a broader cov- 
erage on his car than the farm mutual 
can, has given him a hold through 
which he has secured much additional 
farm business that was formerly writ- 
ten in mutuals. It has also gotten some 
agents who never wrote farm business 
before into the habit of going after 
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—From the “Tribune,” Chicago. 


this line, especially if they are car own- 
ers themselves. 


Sue for New Gowns 


Just how valuable a property damage 
rider on a fire and theft or liability in- 
surance policy may become is shown 
by the following article from the Wich- 
ita, Kan., Beacon of Nov. 17, 1916. In 
this instance the insurance company 
would not only take charge of the de- 
fense, but pay the claim, if judgment 
were rendered, or it would arrange a 
compromise with the claimants and foot 
the bill. 


BASE DAMAGE SUITS 
ON SOILED DRESSES 





Suits Are FILED IN THE DISTRICT 
Court For $1,000 For THE INJURY 
TO THEIR CLOTHING 





Two soiled dresses were the basis 
for one of the latest damage suits 
filed with the clerk of the District 
Court. Bessie Brickler, 1031 Jack- 
son avenue, and Louise Seal, 415 
South Main street, ask $1,000 dam- 
ages for an accident caused by, ys 
B. Corcoran’s automobile, which 
they allege knocked them down 
while they were returning from 
church on Sept. 17. 
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The National Underwriter 


An All Year Business 


MORE HAZARDS AND MORE PREMIUMS 


UTOMOBILE insurance is no 
longer a seasonal proposition, 
but an all-the-year-’round busi- 

ness. This change has come about 
less through any action on the part of 
insurance companies or agents than 
through changes entirely outside of in- 
surance. Ten years ago the motor car 
was a luxury. Its use was confined 
mainly to a comparatively few well-to- 
do people in cities and towns. Most 
of the cars were open and compara- 
tively few people would ride for pleas- 
ure in bad weather. 

Now those conditions are entirely 
changed. Cars have become so low in 
price that people in moderate circum- 
stances own them and their use in the 
country has become almost universal. 
From being a luxury they have become 
virtually necessary. Owing to the 


demands of car owners, the improve- 
ment of roads has gone ahead so rap- 
idly that many roads which were vir- 
tually impassable for motor car traffic 
during the winter and spring months 
now have fine, hard beds and are as 
good at that period as in the summer. 


Closed Cars Insured 


People who were fond of motoring 
objected to giving it up late in the fall 
and the demand for closed cars has 
greatly increased. This demand has 
been met by some makers by putting on 
the market a convertible car—a touring 
car for summer use, but supplied with 
a sedan top that can be put on during 
bad weather. In addition, some makers 
have put out sedans, their sides being 
removable to make very good summer 
cars also. The result has been that 


while most cars formerly were used 
only about eight months in the year, 
they are now in use for twelve months. 


Selling Policy of Makers 


Another factor has been a change in 
the selling policy of the manufacturers. 
They formerly considered the spring a 
great sales season and manufactured 
goods with the expectation of dispos- 
ing of them at that time. Desiring to 
build their trade into an all-the-year- 
’round business, they put forth special 
efforts to sell cars in the fall and win- 
ter, and some of them began putting 
out models in the late summer dated the 
next year. Now a number of manufac- 
turers have ceased to give their cars 
the name of any year as a model, but 
are simply putting out new models as 
fast as they find improvements that 
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make it advisable. This selling goes on 
continuously and there are always new 
cars to insure. 


Hazards Increased 


As to the real effect upon the insur- 
ance companies, there is ground for 
doubt. There can be no question that 
the hazard assumed under policies has 
been increased in almost every direc- 
tion. At the same time the need for 
insurance has become greater and the 
volume of business has grown so rap- 
idly that well conducted companies 
have doubtless made a great deal more 
money than they would have done in 
carrying the smaller hazard, 

One automobile underwriter is of the 
opinion that the liability hazard has in- 
creased about one-third through the 
greater use of cars during the entire 
year. If this opinion be correct it prob- 
ably applies equally to property damage 
and collision sustained, as there is no 
doubt that during the winter time there 
is increased danger of damage to the 
car itself and to other vehicles, due to 
the slippery roads. 


Lower Rates Froduced 


At the present time the tendency 
among manufacturers of cars seems to 
be to return to the old four-cylinder 
type, but with four valves to the cylin- 
der instead of two. Liability rates are 
based on horsepower, but this horse- 
power is arbitrarily figured from the 
number of cylinders and the bore. If 
the number of cylinders be cut in two 
and the square of the bore doubled the 
indicated horsepower will be the same, 
while, in fact, the actual horsepower 
may be greater; but the liability pre- 
mium based upon indicated horsepower 
will be unchanged and the company 
will be taking on a larger hazard. 


Effect on Fire Companies 


The self-ignition hazard is increased, 
not only by the use of the car during a 
longer period, but also due to the fact 
that backfiring is more common in the 
cold weather of winter than in the sum- 
mer. The fire hazard has probably been 
increased to some extent. A cold 
garage, locked up, with a car in it, is 
certainly much less of a fire hazard 
than the same garage heated and in 
active use as cars are cleaned and filled 
with gasoline. 

Most thefts of cars occur when the 
cars are in use. An increase in the 
number of months in use increases the 
theft hazard, but on the other hand, the 
closing of cars with doors that can be 
locked has a tendency to make theft 
more difficult. 


Accident Companies Hit 


That the automobile has cost the per- 
sonal accident insurance companies 
thousands of dollars is, of course, an 
old story. It has been one of the most 
serious and growing hazards with which 
they have had to contend, and they 
have not yet decided upon a way of 
meeting it satisfactorily. The improve- 
ment in the manufacture of cars, how- 
ever, has in some ways reduced the 
hazard to the owner, it being noticeable 
that very many fewer claims for acci- 
dent disability are reported since the 
self-starters were put on. Previously 
the claims for broken arms suffered in 
cranking cars were very numerous. 


New Hazard Develops 


Of late there have been a number of 
cases where men have lost their lives 
from suffocation by the exhaust gas 
from automobiles. These cases were 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 26) 
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Automobile Insurance Number 


Organized Car Stealing 


HOW THE PICKING UP OF AUTOMOBILES AND THEIR DISPOSITION 
HAS BEEN PURSUED ON A WHOLESALE AND EFFICIENT BASIS 


of the United States district court 

has accurately described automo- 
bile stealing as horse stealing, brought 
down to date. In the old days it was 
the horse that figured in crime—either 
he was stolen by the horse thief or he 
assisted the bandit in his deeds of vio- 
lence. Now, however, the automobile 
has become the center around which 
all crime revolves. It is the easiest and 
most valuable loot that the city or 
country affords, and is the best friend 
of the auto bandit and the most used 
weapon of the auto murderer. 


The Auto Murderer 


The automobile, in fact, has been 
making criminal history in Chicago in 
the last four years. Cook county was 
the first, through Mr. Hoyne, to dem- 
onstrate to the world that an auto could 
be considered as an instrument of mur- 
der when Lawrence Lindbloom and 
Fred Hrodek were sentenced to the 
penitentiary for murder by an automo- 
bile. Then, Cook county had its auto 
bandits—the Webb gang—that terror- 
ized the city and murdered Detective 
Peter Hart; and the Eddie Mack gang, 
that held up the Washington Park State 
Bank, were caught, tried and sent to 
Joliet penitentiary, all within five weeks 
—a record for speed. From these de- 
veloped the automobile thieves’ trust, 
which, because of its perfect organiza- 
tion, proved one of the hardest crim- 
inal organizations to combat. 


J crite CHARLES F. AMIDON 


Rendezvous of All Criminals 


It is worthy of emphasis that a large 
part of all the gunmen, confidence men, 
burglars, ex-convicts and other expert 
thieves in the nation have turned their 
attention to stealing automobiles, and 
have made Chicago the center from 
which they work. Chicago is particu- 
larly favored because a thief can get a 
stolen car across the state line in so 
short a time. So bold and successful, 
in fact, has this auto thieves’ organiza- 
tion become that some two years ago 
Maclay Hoyne, the present state’s at- 
torney of Cook county, assigned two 
assistant state’s attorneys to the work 
of breaking up this trust, and two addi- 
tional detective sergeants of the detec- 
tive bureau were and have been daily 
assigned to auto work. Following this 
activity of Mr. Hoyne a large number 
of indictments were returned, and such 
fearless automobile thieves as Earl 
Dear, Thomas Barbour, Howard En- 
glehart, Sugar, Martin, Mason, Han- 
son, Gallagher and a number of others 
were convicted and sentenced to the 
penitentiary, a number fled to adjoining 
states and were not apprehended, while 
some of the leaders fled to foreign 
countries. The direct result of this 
activity was a marked decrease in the 
number of cars stolen. 


All Turn to Auto Stealing 


As an example of how the habitual 
criminal has turned his time and atten- 
tion to the theft of automobiles, you 
will recall the operations of Edward 
Thacker, who, after securing $75,000 by 
embezzlement, fled to Barbadoes, a pos- 
session of the kingdom of Great Brit- 
ain, was there apprehended, returned 
to Illinois, and placed on trial by Mr. 

oyne. Pending his trial Thacker was 
released on bond, and in the interim 
Immediately joined the auto thieves’ 
trust. He was arrested for stealing an 
automobile while out on bond, was 
placed on trial for the crime for which 
he had been extradited, and sentenced 
to the penitentiary. 

The work’ of the auto thieves has 
been systematized. The theft of a car 














Maclay Hoyne 


is no haphazard matter. Your car, for 
example, has been picked for appropria- 


tion. You are followed and watched. 
It is ascertained that you are very care- 
ful about the car at all times, except 
for a few minutes in which you go into 
your bank, or eat luncheon, or “take a 
glance at the stock market.” The mo- 
ment is discovered when your machine 
may be made away with with the least 
trouble and the smallest chance of in- 
terference. Then some day the car is 
stolen. 


Experts for Different Work 


In every gang there is one expert 
mechanic, 2 man who generally has 
worked for a considerable period of 
time in one of the large automobile fac- 
tories of the country. This man is 
familiar with every identification num- 
ber in almost every automobile, and 
when the car is stolen it is generally 
run into some private garage, where the 
expert mechanic changes all the num- 
bers. After the numbers on your car 
have been changed, it is driven across 
the state line, placed in some “fence’s” 
garage—usually a public one doing, to 
all appearances, a legitimate business— 
and later sold. The salesmen are usu- 
ally confidence men with long police 
records. Among the celebrated stolen 
auto salesmen who have operated on 
Chicago cars in the last year are Erb, 
Relihan, Frank Parker and Era Bond, 


the first three of which have been con- 
victed and sentenced to the peniten- 
tiary. 


Private Identification Marks 


The great. difficulty in these auto 
stealing cases is the identification of 
the car. So cleverly do the thieves 
change the stolen autos that the owners 
are often unable to identify them. To 
guard against this every car owner 
should make a point of establishing cer- 
tain private marks on his machine that 
the thieves would overlook, and which 
would enable him to satisfy a jury as 
to his ownership. Jack Alimony, for 
instance, was formerly a court reporter, 
and it was through him that the trust 
was able to make a study of the prob- 
lem of legal identification of cars. To 
combat these thieves, State’s Attorney 
Hoyne organized a special automobile 
department, so that the prosecutor and 
others on the staff would become ex- 
pert in automobile identification. 

As a further check, and knowing that 
the average automobile thief will pur- 
sue his criminal habits when out cn 
small bonds, State’s Attorney Hoyne 
has also made a winning fight against 
the release of these high-class crim- 
inals on small bonds, and as a result 
such men as Earl Dear, Frank Parker 
and others were held in custody under 
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a large bond demand, which they could 
not supply, until their trial was called 
and they were sentenced to the peni- 
tentiary. 

Every automobile thief must neces- 
sarily work with a “fence” for the dis- 
position of the cars stolen. This 
“fence” is usually a resident of some 
state other than Illinois, where the car 
is driven for sale by the “fence” after 
the theft. In a number of cases the 
car is stolen by one person, driven to 
an adjoining state by other members of 
the gang, and by them turned over to 
the “fence,” whose remuneration is 
usually a certain percentage of the sale 
price. One of the greatest “fences” in the 
automobile stealing world is said to be 
Era Bond, of Minneapolis, usually 
spoken of as a “millionaire broker.” 
Close scrutiny of his record disclosed 
him to have been connected with the 
old Mayberry gang, which operated in 
the northwest. Through the purchase 
of stolen automobiles Bond is reputed 
to have amassed quite a large fortune. 
His operations were first disclosed to 
State’s Attorney Hoyne when one of 
the gang with whom he operated con- 
fessed to his dealings with Bond. Im- 
mediately thereafter the grand jury of 
Cook county voted an_ indictment 
against Era Bond, and Mr. Hoyne un- 
dertook to extradite him from Minne- 


apolis. An assistant state’s attorney 
and an officer were dispatched to Min- 
nesota for the return of Bond, and ex- 
perienced one of the hardest fights 
waged by a fugitive. The matter was 
taken through five courts in and about 
Minneapolis, from thence to the su- 
preme court of the state of Minnesota, 
and from the supreme court of Minne- 
sota to the Supreme Court of the 
United States—the final result heing 
that Bond was ordered returned to 
Cook county and is now awaiting trial. 
So far-reaching was Bond’s influence in 
Minnesota that the federal judge t.efore 
whom Bond appeared remarked: 

“The spectacle of a popular govern- 
ment with a thief on the throne Jefying 
the power of the governors of two 
states and the power of the nation to 
execute its laws and constitution for the 
surrendering up of a fugitive from jus- 
tice, using the courts as his mintons, 
is not a handsome one.” 

Thus you are given an idea of the 
extensive workings of the automobile 
thieves’ trust. To the Honorable Mac- 
lay Hoyne, state’s attorney of Cook 
county, is due the credit for having 
routed this powerful trust. Only, hew- 
ever, with the cooperation of the auto- 
mobile owners, the police department 
and the insurance companies will Mr. 
Hoyne be able to successfully continue 





his fight against this branch of organ- 
ized crime. For example, at least a 
partial remedy would be afforded if 
prospective purchasers of second-hand 
automobiles were more careful in ascer- 
taining whether the sellers of used cars 
have legal title to the property they 
seek to sell. Mr. Hoyne has said: 

“If citizens would make sure before 
buying cars whether or not they are 
stolen, the automobile thievery busi- 
ness would languish and die. Every 
man who wishes to buy a car should 
take the car number and the engine 
number, and take the matter up with 
the factory, and determine before they 
purchase, the question of ownership.” 

It has also been suggested by Mr. 
Hoyne, as an additional weapon with 
which to fight automobile thieves, that 
a federal law be passed whereby one 
could be punished for driving or ship- 
ping a stolen automobile into another 
state. This would remedy an existing 
evil and make prosecutions of interstate 
automobile thieves a very simple mat- 
ter. In the last analysis you must realize 
that if such a powerful trust as the au- 
tomobile thieves’ trust is to remain 
suppressed, the cooperation of owners 
of automobiles in Cook county, with 
the public officials of this county, is 
absolutely essential. 
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Having had many years experience PERSONALLY in the producing end of 
the Casualty Insurance Business, we realize the needs of the Agent and Broker 
to enable him to get the best results for his clients and himself, and we believe 
that these can best be described as follows: 


FIRST — 


A Company financially strong and with a 


good record. 


SECOND — Rates which are adequate and profitable but, 
if possible, a little lower than the ‘Other 


Fellow’s.” 


THIRD— A Claims Service which is prompt, liberal 


and satisfactory. 


We honestly believe that the GEORGIA CASUALTY COMPANY fills the 
above requirements BETTER than any other Company in the United States. The 


financial ability and permanency of the 


Company are ESTABLISHED FACTS, 


and the GEORGIA CASUALTY COMPANY is a prominent factor in the Casualty 


Insurance World. 


We write all kinds of Casualty. Insurance, but make a specialty cf Automobile 
Insurance— Liability, Property Damage and Collision, because it is the most profit- 


able casualty line. 


The Company is not a member of any so-called ‘Conference,’ nor does it 
follow the lead of any other Company or Association in making automobile rates; 
we make our own automobile rates, based on our own complete statistics, and they 


pro We believe in paying Agents and Brokers a fair rate of 
commission and protecting their business. 


have proven profitable. 


_ If you have not already established business ‘relations with this Office, we 
believe it would be distinctly to your advantage to do so now. 


SMITH-LAWSON-COAMBS CO. 


CHICAGO 
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In presenting this Automobile Insur- 
ance Number THe NationaL UNopkr- 
WRITER aims to show and emphasize 
some of the present and future possi- 
bilities of automobile insurance; to 
show what has been accomplished so 
far; how insurance companies and 
agents have lived up to their opportuni- 
ties. 

THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITERS has en- 
deavored to give the soliciting forces 
some arguments that have been used 
to advantage and can be employed in 
converting automobile owners. 

It has also endeavored to furnish 
both agents and company men with 
something that will facilitate the hand- 
ling of business—there is the “calendar” 
by which the solicitor and rate checker 
can quickly ascertain which rate for 
fire and theft applies and there is also 
the table by which credits in premiums 
for the use of approved locks may be 
figured quickly, easily and correctly 
with a minimum amount of calculating. 


Contributors 


MELvin BarcLay is managing under- 
writer of the Buckeye National Fire of 
Toledo. Drawing, instead of golf or 
poker, is his favorite diversion. 

James A. FLAws is manager of the 
automobile department of the Hanover 
Fire. He is showing originality and 
ability in his work and will make the 
Hanover an important factor in the 
motor car field. 

Pau. Fry is secretary of both the 
Western Automobile Underwriters Con- 
ference and Automobile Protective & 
Information Bureau of Chicago. Pre- 
viously he was automobile special agent 
of the Pennsylvania Fire in the west 
and prior to that assistant secretary of 
the two organizations, in which he is 
now an executive officer. 

Miss EtrHer Ettes PritcHarp conducts 
an art studio at Watertown, S. D. She 
has both painting and drawing classes 
and does cartoon and commercial art 
work. She has done some work for in- 
surance institutions that has attracted 
attention. Miss Pritchard studied at 
the Minneapolis School of Fine Arts 
and at the Art Institute, Chicago. 

L. L. Sanvers, who furnished the 
photographs for illustrations, is super- 
intendent of the automobile depart- 
ment of the National Fire of Hartford. 
He was previously automobile superin- 
tendent in the western department of 
the Royal and automobile special agent 
in the western department of the Provi- 
dence Washington. 

E. St. CratrE Snyper is special agent 
in North and South Dakota of the 
Fireman’s Fund. He is one of the lead- 
ers in the northwestern field and a man 
with bigger things in store for him in 
the future. : 

. H. Sterte is Nebraska special 
agent of the United States Fire. He 
built up a big automobile business by 
giving the subject close attention in 
thought and work. 
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Keeping Step With Progress 


UNDERWRITERS HAVE MET CHANGING CONDITIONS, 
IMPROVED POLICIES AND MADE RATES EQUITABLE 


INCE the inception of automobile in- 
S surance the business has undergone a 
great many changes and we have a 
considerable history of an extremely 
varying nature which has already been 
written. 

With the start of the 1917 season we 
are confronted by the most radical 
change in method and rate that the 
business has yet experienced. Quite 
naturally there is much conjecture as 
to the fairness of the changes and the 
effect they will have on the business. 

When considering this proposition it 
must be borne in mind that there have 
been many new conditions responsible 
for this action. To set these down in 
sequence would be unnecessary and of 
no importance, but to deal with this 
subject intelligently we must have 
some idea as to what has happened, and 
what is likely to happen. 


Reduced Physical Hazard 


In the early days of the automobile 
the physical hazards were more com- 
mon than at this time. Manufacturers 
were continually experimenting with 
new devices, about which little or noth- 
ing was known and experience has 
taught us that the high fire rate preva- 
lent at that time was no more than ade- 
quate for the risk assumed. Thousands 
of cars were destroyed by fire which 
originated within the machine and by 
reason of the unsatisfactory perform- 
ance of many of the experimental de- 
vices which have since been perfected 
or eliminated. The theft feature at that 
time was considered as of little con- 
sequence, but today we find the situa- 


By James A. Flaws 


tion entirely reversed. The theft haz- 
ard is by far the most important at the 
present time, and this is especially true 
of the low-priced cars. As a conse- 
quence we find the rates of today com- 
pletely changed from what they were 
a few years ago and for that matter a 
few months ago. The fire rate on new 
models has been reduced at least 50 
percent, whereas the theft rate has been 
increased and materially so. 

It is quite generally believed that the 
thefts are confined to the large cities. 
This belief is wholly unfounded on fact, 
as today a great many cars are stolen 
in the rural communities. It is an ad- 
mitted fact that’ the large cities con- 
tribute a larger proportion of theft 
losses than the rural districts, but in 
communities where the stealing of au- 
tomobiles has continued unabated, car 
owners have been burdened with in- 
surance cost in proportion to the ratio 
of theft loss prevailing at their par- 
ticular section. 


New Policy Is Broader 


The new forms of coverage are much 
better protection for the insured than 
was afforded by the discontinued style 
of policy. The theft feature in particu- 
lar is a decided improvement over the 
old methods as it eliminates the $25 
average and $25 deductible average fea- 
tures embodied in the old contracts and 
with this change we also have the elim- 
ination of the $15 additional premium 
charge for full theft cover. Policies 
now cover loss by theft, robbery or 
pilferage, without regard to the amount 
of loss, exempting only tools and re- 


pair equipment and as _ heretofore, 
robes, wearing apparel and other per- 
sonal effects, but even the tools and re- 
pair equipment constitute a part of the 
claim when a car is stolen in its en- 
tirety and not recovered. This ex- 
tended coverage in itself, which was 
formerly added only when $15 addi- 
tional premium was paid, justifies the 
difference between the old and new 
theft rates, to say nothing of the in- 
creasing number of theft claims which 
also has contributed to causing the un- 
derwriters to require additional theft 
premium. 


Rationale of Fire Rates 


Analysis of the fire rate proves con- 
clusively that the companies have been 
fairly disposed when establishing the 
new figures as little or no change has 
been effected in the fire cover or rates 
of premium. A separate table has been 
established for the commercial car 
which is justified by reason of the hard 
usage and commercial hazards to which 
this class of risk is subjected. There 
is real adequacy and fairness in the 
charge for theft insurance on all models 
permanently fitted with truck or deliv- 
ery bodies and this protection may now 
be obtained at infinitely lower cost than 
heretofore. 

Everything considered, it would ap- 
pear that the new arrangements will be 
of a more satisfying nature than any- 
thing we have had in the past and when 
agencies and companies have made 
adjustments to fit the new conditions, 
there is very good reason to believe that 
better harmony will prevail for all con- 
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cerned. Automobile insurance men 
look forward to a season of continued 
prosperity, with manufacturers and 
dealers informing us that the automo- 
bile industry has just laid aside its 
swaddling clothes and that the bloom 
of youth has just commenced to ap- 
pear. It will probably be many years 
before this amazing industry will have 
reached the zenith of its existence, and 
with an illuminated future it is now 
time that all agencies were completely 
prepared to meet the requirements of 
their clientele. Agents should ask 
themselves if they are paving the way 
to enjoy their share of the immense 
volume of premiums which this class 
can be productive of. 


The Farmers & ars 


It looks as if the stock companies 
are making a mistake in letting the 
automobile insurance of farmers get 
away from them. 

A western manager for several large 
companies said to me: “Do you know 
that there are more cars owned on the 
farms than there are in the cities, and 
the stock companies are making a mis- 
take in allowing the mutuals to write 
about 90 percent of the farm automo- 
bile business?” 

There is no doubt but that he was 
right, and in conversation with the sec- 
retary of one of the largest state mu- 
tuals in the west he said: “We were 
forced to take on the automobile busi- 
ness to protect our other lines, but it 
has proved profitable, and we expect 
to make a special effort to push it this 
year.” 

They write the business for a term 
of years, with the diminishment clause. 
There is no doubt but the stock com- 
panies who write farm property could 
land a big share of this business if 
they would put out a similar contract 
and push for it through their farm so- 
licitors—W. H. Steele, Hastings, Neb. 





THe MICHIGAN COMMERCIAL INSURANCE CO. 


LANSING, MICHIGAN 





Floater 


Exceptional S 





Policies 


We Specialize on 





for 


Fire 


aryice |o the agent who writes only an occasional policy 
ervice : 
as well as to the agent who writes many. 


Manufacturers’ and Dealers’ Automatic Coverage 
Taxicab and Commercial Car ‘‘Fleets’’ 


High Grade Livery and Funeral Equipment 





Theft 


Collision 


Property 
Damage 


Transportation 


Loss of Use 











They show you 


How 


O 


Cur Supplies are unusually complete and the acme of siraplicity 


much Insurance to Write 
much Premium to Charge 
to Write the Policy 


O 


TELL US YOUR PROBLEMS 


Floater 
Policies 


are 
the only 
Satisfactory 
Coverage 
for 


Automobiles 











Ten Years of Successful Automobile Underwriting is a Guarantee 


of Our Service 











1 An European View 


AN INTERVIEW WITH ROBERT M. NAEF, OF ZURICH, SWITZERLAND, ON CONDI- 
™ {TIONSABROAD AND WAYS OF ASSURING COMPENSATION TO INJURED PERSONS 


OT every automobile owner is a 
N prospect for automobile liability 
and property damage insurance. 

Why should a man with a second- 
hand car, worth two or three hundred 
dollars, carry this form of indemnity 
if he be judgment proof? 

He has nothing to lose if he does 
injure a person and is sued. Likewise, 
the insurance company would not be 
compelled to pay anything even if he 
were insured, as all automobile liability 
contracts provide for the indemnifica- 
tion of the assured for a loss that he 
suffers and not for the payment of 
damages that are really uncollectable 
under the common law. In fact, if an 
insurance agent sells such a man this 
kind of an insurance policy, he is sell- 


ing seal skins to the Zulus or electric 
fans to the Eskimos. 


Hunt for Legal Cure 


This condition of affairs is considered 
a defect in the law by many people. 
They hold that a person who is in- 
jured should receive compensation and 
are not particular from whom the com- 
pensation comes, but they insist that 
the injured party is entitled to dam- 
ages. 

Various municipalities and some com- 
monwealths attempted to alter this con- 
dition when “jitney” busses first made 
their appearance. They passed ordin- 
ances and laws compelling “jitney” 
bus owners to furnish bonds agreeing 
to pay for injuries done to persons 
where the driver was at fault. Some 
of these ordinances drove the jitneers 


out of business while many others failed 
to accomplish their purpose. Last year 
the Massachusetts legislature con- 
sidered a law compelling all automobile 
owners to carry liability insurance in 
a licensed company. This act, how- 
ever, did not go as far as its frainers and 
its supporters intended it should. What 
they really wanted was a law that 
would compel automobile drivers to 
carry policies of insurance that would 
pay for injuries whether the insured 
was financially responsible or not. 


European Policies 


Numerous bills aimed to accomplish 
this intent have been introduced this 
winter in different legislatures. One 
argument often presented in support 
of these is the statement that in dif- 
ferent parts of Europe automobile 
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owners are compelled to pay for per- 
sonal injuries and that the insurance 
companies there write policies agreeing 
to such payment, whether the insured 
be financially able to meet damages or 
not. 

Robert M. Naef, sub-manager of the 
Zurich General Accident & Liability at 
the home office in Zurich, Switzerland, 
who has been in this country for sev- 
eral weeks this year, says that the poli- 
cies issued by the companies in Europe 
are the same in intent as those issued 
in America, but in practice they do ac- 
tually pay damages. 


What Mr. Naef Says 


“In Europe,” says Mr. Naef, “we do 
not have the same condition that you 
have. There are far fewer automobiles 
than in America and the average value 
of cars is high. Fords are just being 
introduced and they are, of course, far 
cheaper than anything else that is of- 
fered on the market. Workmen, em- 
ployes in offices, shops and mercan- 
tile establishments, and farmers do not 
earn as much money as they do in 
America, so that automobile owning is 
confined largely to people of wealth 
or of considerable means, 

“Some countries, for instance, Ger- 
many and Austria, enacted laws about 
six years ago by which automobile 
Owners are compelled to pay for all 
injuries which they inflict, whether due 
to their negligence or not, unless neg- 
ligence on the part of the injured per- 
son can be proven. It is, of course, very 
difficult to ever prove such negligence 
on the part of pedestrians. This fol- 
lows the same principle as the liability 
law that applies to railroads and has 
been in force for about thirty years. 

“In some other European countries 
automobile laws of the same sort are 
under consideration. 


Defect Is Overcome 


“In Switzerland the common law 
liability still applies in principle. How- 
ever, licenses are granted to owners by 
the police departments only after lia- 
bility insurance policies have been pro- 
cured which provide for payment of 
damages due to injuries inflicted when 
the owner or any other person is driv- 
ing the car. Thus the covering of ad- 
ditional persons which is optional in the 
United States is made compulsory in 
Switzerland. 

“While the policies issued by casualty 
companies provide only to pay for 
losses sustained by the policyholder 
and for additional assured it is al- 
together likely, at least in some states, 
that the companies would be compelled 
to pay damages, whether the insured be 
financially responsible or not. It is the 
intent of the special laws and regula- 
tions to provide indemnity for the in- 
jured and the courts would probably 
see that they were paid if they were 
called upon to settle such a case. It 
is not likely, however, that this point 
will be passed upon judicially as there 


are virtually no irresponsible automo- 
bile owners. 


Car Occupants Insured 


“One new line of automobile insur- 
ance that has been introduced in Europe 
is the insurance of occupants of auto- 
mobiles on the basis of the conditions 
of personal accident policies. The 
premium for such insurance is based 
on the number of seats in the cars and 
is paid by the owner. Contracts pro- 
vide specified amounts for death and 
permanent disability and daily indem- 
nities for temporary disability on the 
part of anybody riding in the car other 
than the owner and chauffeur who must 
carry individual accident policies. For 
women and children only reasonable 
medical expense, instead of daily in- 
demnities, is provided. 

“Theft insurance is not written in 
Europe on any such scale as it is in 
America, nor is collision insurance. 
European car owners seem to feel that 
if they cannot afford to pay for damage 
done to their machine, they cannot al- 
ford to have them.” 
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Automobile Insurance Number 
Car Numbers 


W H E R Are Located 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12) 


model, is located on the top of the 
flange, between the clutch and the mo- 
tor assembly; model 32, 1916 model, is 
located about middle way between the 
front and rear of the motor on the left 
hand side; Model 38, 1916 model, is lo- 
cated toward the top of the motor on 
the left hand side, near the front. The 
last named is also the location of the 
motor number on the model 39 and 37, 
1915 models, 36, 48 and 62, which are 
1914. 

Oldsmobile — Olds Motor Works, 
Lansing, Mich—On all models the mo- 
tor number will be found stamped on 
top of the casing enclosing the fly wheel 
and clutch, and can be readily seen by: 
removing the toe board in the front 
seat. 

Overland—Willys-Overland, Inc., 
Toledo, O.—AlIl models have the serial 
number plainly stamped on the right 
front frame, directly behind the spring 
hanger bracket, and a corresponding 
number will be found on a brass plate, 
either under the front or rear seat 
cushion. Beginning with 1914 model 
79 car, the motor number was stamped 
on the front of the right motor support 
arm. Our 1915 model 80, 81 cars were 
identical with the model 79, 1914 car. 
The model 82 motor number will be 
found on a brass plate on the left hand 
side of the motor, and attached to the 
upper half of the crank case; 1916 model 
75 and 75-B cars have motor numbers 
stamped on the cylinder head, between 
the spark plug of No. 3 and 4 cylin- 
ders. In some cases, however, it will 
be a difficult matter to distinguish the 
_number, due to the fact that the cylin- 





DISTRIBUTION OF CARS 
BY CONFERENCES 


Conference No. of Cars 
M2: ra 1,783,163 
PIAGUOEEE isacecd,sicaecinceccles 659,601 
SOUP: oc cc cccecccccs 452,999 
Pacific Coast .......... 374,200 
New England .......... 271,784 











der heads are painted. By scraping the 
paint from the top of the cylinder head, 
the number should be readily distin- 
guishable. Model 84-B, 1916 Knight 
motor car, has the motor number on a 
brass plate on the left hand side of the 
crank case near the motor support arm. 
Model 86 car has the motor number 
stamped on a brass plate attached to 
the upper half of the crank case on the 
left hand side of the motor. Model 83 
motor numbers will be found stamped 
on the front of the right motor support 
arm. Model 90, 1917 car, will have the 
motor number stamped on a smooth 
machined surface on the right hand side 
of the upper half of the crank case. 
Model 88-4 Willys-Knight motor will 
have the number stamped on a brass 
plate and is attached to the upper part 
of the crank case on the left hand side 
of the motor, near the motor support 
arm. Model 88-6 motor number will 
be found on a brass plate on the left 
side of the motor, attached to the up- 
per half of the crank case, approxi- 
mately four inches to the rear of the oil 
filler or breather pipe. Model 85-4 cars 
have the motor number stamped on the 
front of the right motor support arm. 
This number will also correspond with 
the number stamped on the right front 
frame directly behind the spring hanger 
bracket. Model 88-8 cylinder Willys- 
Knight motor number will be found on 
a brass plate on the right hand side of 
the upper half of the crank case near 
the front of the motor. 

Owen Magnetic—Baker R. & L. Com- 
pany, Cleveland, O.—Engine number 
Plate is placed on the left hand side of 
the engine, and can easily be seen by 


lifting the left hand side of the engine 
hood. 

Paige-Detroit Motor Car Company, 
Detroit, Mich—AlIl motor numbers are 
stamped on a number plate attached to 
the right hand side of the crank case. 

Paterson—W. A. Paterson Company, 
Flint, Mich—Motor number on 1917 
and 1916 models is on brass plate on 
left side of motor; 1915 and 1914 models 
is on timming gear case. 

Peerless Motor Car Company, Cleve- 
land, O.—Motor number on 1917 and 
1916 models is found on top of front or 
fan gear case; 1915 and 1914 models is 
found on top of crank case between 
first and second blocks from the radia- 
tor. 

Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Company, 
Buffalo, N. Y.—AIl series 1 (1913 
models) and series 2 (1914 models) are 
numbered on top of flange at front of 
engine (the front gear cover is attached 
to this flange) and on the plate at left 
side of body directly back of dash. 
Series 3 (1915 models) are numbered 
on the front cross member just above 
the front end of transmission, on front 
end of transmission case, on plate at 
left hand side of body directly back of 
dash, and on motor crank case just 
ahead of carburetor. Series 4 cars 

(1916 and 1917 models) are numbered 
on the front cross member just above 


the front end of transmission, on front 
end of transmission case and on plate 
at left hand side of body directly back 
of dash. 

Regal Motor Car Company, Detroit, 
Mich.—Motor number on 1917 models 
is on left hand front motor support; 
1916 models F is on top of gear case at 
front of engine; 1916 models E and ER 
on right or left hand front motor sup- 
port; 1916 models D and R on the cyl- 
inder block under the center of the 
exhaust manifold; 1915 models F, E 
and ER same as 1916; 1915 models D 
and R on the top of the exhaust mani- 
fold; 1914 on left hand rear arm of the 
crank case. 

Saxon Motor Car Corporation, De- 
troit, Mich—The factory serial number 
of the car will be found either on an 
oblong plate attached to the heel board 
under the front seat; or stamped on an 
instrument board or cowel board on the 
dash, directly in front of the driver’s 
seat. 

Scripps-Booth Company, Detroit 
Mich.—Motor number on all models is 
stamped on right and side of gear 
housing in front on Model C, (four-cyl- 
inder); is stamped over fly wheel hous- 
ing in model D (eight-cylinder). 

Singer Motor Company, New York, 
N. Y.—Car number on all models is 
located on instrument board. 
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Sphinx Motor Car Company, York, 
Pa.—Motor number on all models is 
on left side of motor on brass plates. 

Stearns—F. B. Stearns Company, 
Cleveland, O.—Motor number on 1917 
model (SK8) is on right side near front 
end; 1916 and 1915 models (SKLA) is 
on left hand side near front end; 1914 
models (SK4) and (SK6) is on left 
hand side. 


Westcott Motor Car Company, 
Springfield, O—Motor number on our 
1916-17 models is found stamped on a 
metal plate attached to the left side of 
the crank case; 1915 motor number is 
stenciled on the gear case; 1914 motor 
number is stenciled on the left rear mo- 
tor leg. 

White Company, Cleveland, 0.—Mo- 
tor number on all models is located on 
left rear leg of crank case. 


Classed With Spreaders 

The New Sweden Mutual Fire In- 
surance Co. has gone on record as 
classing autos as farm implements and 
given them a rate of 15c per $100 dol- 
lars insurance. That settles it, Henrys 
are now farm implements along with 
spreaders, etc—Morton (Minn.) En- 
terprise. 





Be Known as a Specialist—Represent Com- 
panies Specializing in the Class, and Not 
Writing Automobiles as a Side Line 


It Means Money in Your Pocket to Represent 


SBORN & CO. 


GENERAL AGENTS 
1051 Insurance Exchange CHICAGO 


Automobile Insurance 


Representing in Western Territory 


PHOENIX ASSURANCE CO., LTD.—Marine Dept. 
MANNHEIM INSURANCE CO. FEDERAL UNION INSURANCE CO. 
UNION MARINE INSURANCE CO., LTD. COLUMBIA INSURANCE CO. 

FIREMAN’S FUND INSURANCE CO.—Marine Dept. 


Our Facilities are Yours—the Full Co-operation of the 


Office is always available for OUR AGENTS 


Inland and Ocean Marine — Tourist, Salesmen’s and Inland 
Marine Transportation Floaters—Registered Mail Insurance 


Become an Automobile Specialist 


A Live General Agency of a ; ( 510-512 Security Building* 
Live Automobile Company —Maurice J . Roscoe & Co., MINNEAPOLIS, MINN: 





Gives the best service to agents in Minnesota. Represents the Kansas Casualty and Surety Company. 
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What Is It? 


In the early days of automobile in- 
surance the agent had little, if any dif- 
ficulty in supplying the company with 
the information called for on the ap- 
plication blank. Now the amount of 
information has been increased, and fur- 
thermore, there are so many different 
types of bodies that many insurance 
men are confused. 

At first there were only touring cars 
and roadsters. Then came limousines, 
and they have been followed by various 
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other styles of enclosed cars. Some 
manufacturers are even making two or 
three types of roadsters now, all selling 
at different prices, and it is necessary 
to designate whether it is just a road- 
ster or whether it is a clover leaf or 
club roadster. 

With the rapid increase in types of 
bodies came much confusion. The So- 
ciety of Automobile Engineers has at- 
tempted to clear the atmosphere. They 
have defined various names for types 
as follows: 

Roadster—An open car seating two 
or three. It may have additional seats 
on running-boards or in rear deck, 
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175 W. JACKSON BLVD. 
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Coupelet—Seats two or three. It has 
a folding top and full-height doors with 
disappearing panels of glass. 

Coupe—An inside operated, enclosed 
car seating two or three. A fourth seat 
facing backward is sometimes added. 

Convertible Coupe—A roadster pro- 
vided with a detachable coupe top. 

Clover Leaf—An open car seating 
three or four. The rear seat is close to 
the divided front seat and entrance is 
only through doors in front of the front 
seat. 

Touring Car—An open car seating 
four or more, with a direct entrance to 
tonneau. 

Salon Touring Car—A touring car 
with passage between front seats, with 
or without separate entrance to front 
seats, 

Convertible Touring Car—A touring 


car with folding top and disappearing - 


or removable glass sides. 

Sedan—A closed car seating four or 
more all in one compartment. 

Convertible Sedan—A salon touring 
car provided with a detachable sedan 
top. 

Open Sedan—A sedan so constructed 
that the sides can be removed or stowed 
so as to leave the space entirely clear 
from the glass front to the back. 

Limousine—A closed car seating 
three to five inside, with driver’s seat 
outside, covered with a roof. . 

Open Limousine—A touring car with 
permanent standing top and disappear- 
ing or removable glass sides. 

Berline—A limousine having 
driver’s seat entirely inclosed. 

Brougham—A limousine with no roof 
over the driver’s seat. : 

Landaulet—A closed car with folding 
top, seats for three or more inside, and 
driver’s seat outside. 


A Good Theft Law 


Minnesota has a law that will no 
doubt minimize automobile thefts. It 
follows: ? 

“A reward of $250 shall be paid for 
procuring the arrest and conviction of 
any person charged with autombile 
stealing. The claimant thereof shall 
apply to a judge of the court wherein 
the conviction was had within twenty 
days thereafter, and not later, for an 
order directing the clerk to issue a cer- 
tificate therefor. Every applicant for 
such reward shall pay all expenses made 
by him. After the expiration of such 
twenty days, the judge shall appoint a 
time and place for the hearing, of which 
the claimant shall be notified by the 
clerk. If the judge finds the claims 
well founded, he shall direct the clerk 
to issue the certificate; and, if more 


the 
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than one claimant be found entitled 
thereto, the court shall apportion the 
amount between them. The certificate 
shall set forth the object for which it 
is given, and be directed to the county 
treasurer, who shall take a receipt for 
the sum paid thereon. He shall then 
forward the certificate and receipt to 
the state auditor, who at the next tax 
settlement shall deliver to the state 
treasurer a warrant for the amount as 
a credit to said county. This act shall 
not apply to any public officer in the 
performance of his duty.” 

W. J. Kuntz, representative from Wa- 
conia, Minn., is author of the measure. 
In reply to a letter asking his reasons 
for a bill of this particular nature, he 
says: 

“IT represent a district in close prox- 
imity to the ‘Twin Cities,’ where the 
stealing of automobiles, and particularly 
the so-called ‘borrowing’ of a car for 
joy riding, has become a pest, and the 
comparative arrests so small as to make 
it extremely hazardous for anyone to 
leave a car standing or parked in pub- 
lic places. 

“Many of these so-called joy riders 
are members of well-to-do families, who 
usually have unlimited influence with 
the authorities and escape conviction, 
even if arrested. This bill will elimi- 
nate this objectionable feature, for the 
party effecting arrest and conviction 
will and must insist that the violators 
are punished before he can receive his 
reward. 

“The recent Era Bond case also ina 
measure prompted me to draft the bill 
in question. With this bill as a weapon 
automobile thief syndicates can be 
more easily broken up, and there must 
be a fence somewhere to handle the 
stolen cars, and, as we all know, some 
one about these garages in time will 
learn of the traffic and, knowing of the 
reward, will give the proper evidence 
to facilitate conviction.” 


Tip for the Banker 


Bankers, particularly those located in 
the rural districts, have looked askance 
at the rapid growth of the motor car 
industry. They have seen some busi- 
ness men suffering from “too much 
automobile,” just as in former days 
some suffered from fast horses. They 
have also seen some of their savings 
depositors withdraw their accumulations 
to purchase cars. They have seen 
others cease to save and put their 
money into gasoline and equipment for 
machines, 

Their attitude now is apparently 
changing, for a recent circular sent out 
by the publicity department of the 
Wisconsin Bankers Association advises 
people to “have a car if you can afford 
it, but to remember those little econo- 
mies in oil, tires, gas, electricity and the 
like.” The circular goes on to say that 
tkere will come a time, if it is not al- 
ready here, when every man who earns 
$1,200 a year in small places and $1,800 
a year in the larger towns can afford 
and should have a car. Further on the 
same circular says that if out of the 
millions of car owners in this country 
only a small percentage were to prac- 
tice thrift in the use of gasoline, the 
consumption would be greatly reduced 
and the cost accordingly. 

It would not have been amiss for the 
bankers to advise their clients also that 
they should carry insurance, particu- 
larly liability coverage. Many a busi- 
ness man could be placed in bankruptcy 
court by a large judgment against him 
and many a salaried man might lose all 
of his savings in a similar manner. 

In loaning money banks should ascer- 
tain whether automobile owners carry 
liability insurance or not. This partic- 
ular phase of the situation probably has 
never been presented to many bankers 
and insurance agents might materially 
aid their business if they would take 
that up with the proper bank officials. 
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Automobile Insurance Number 


Some Unusual Claims 


SUMMARIES OF PECULIAR CASES THAT LIABILITY 
CLAIM DEPARTMENTS HAVE HANDLED SUCCESSFULLY 


AUTHORS 


W. A. Freetley, Superintendent 
Claim Department, Employers Lia- 
bility Assurance Corporation, Litd., 
United States Branch. 

Oscar Rice, Secretary, Western 
Automobile Indemnity Association. 

R. Monroe Ross, Assistant Manager 
Claim Division, Maryland Casualty 
Company. 

Joseph Seligman, Superintendent 
Claim Department, Georgia Casualty 
Company. 


F THE proof of the pudding is in 
TV me eating, then the real value of 
automobile liability insurance can be 
found in the claim files of the compa- 
nies writing the line. The size of these 
claim files is the proof. At the request 
of THe NATIONAL UNDERWRITER several 
companies have picked “raisins” from 
their proven pudding in the form of un- 
usual claims that are the very best ar- 
guments for liability insurance that 
could be found. Summaries of these 
cases follow: 

Slow Driver Sued 


A CERTAIN owner of an automobile 
had driven his car for several 


years without accident. During that 


time he had been solicited repeatedly 
to take out insurance, but each time put 
the solicitor off with the plea that he 
was a very careful driver, never drove 
his car over a certain low speed, and 
felt sure that by continuing to follow 
this practice he would get along with- 
out trouble. Finally one day he was 
persuaded to give an order for a policy. 
The following day, while driving his 
car carefully, as usual, through a busy 
thoroughfare of the city in which he 
resided, a gawky country lad, more 
engaged in sightseeing than looking 
after his physical welfare, stepped off 
the curb and started diagonally across 
the street, walking directly in front of 
the automobile. Before the automobile 
could be brought to a stop, it had ad- 
vanced sufficiently far to put the gawky 
pedestrian astride one of the front 
wheels, with the result that he was 
thrown to the pavement, sustaining a 
broken leg. All of the witnesses stated 
that the owner of the automobile was 
entirely blameless, but, notwithstand- 
ing this fact, suit for damages was 
started. Much time was consumed in 
making a full and complete investiga- 
tion and in working up the right sort 
of defense. During the investigation 
and preparation of the defense the 
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From “Candor,” published by Commercial Casualty Insurance Company. 





































OSCAR RICE, Sec’y and Gen. Mgr. 
The Western Automobile Indemnity Association 
Fort Scott, Kansas 


{Specialization and concentration are essential ele- 
ments in a real success in the business or professional 
world today. 


{The firm that concentrates its energies on one prod- 
uct, the professional man who specializes in one line, 
may not do the greatest volume of business, but they 
do more, they succeed in that their product, reaches 
perfection, and their service satisfies. 


The Western 
Automobile Indemnity 


Association 


Fort Scott - Kansas 


{Was organized by Oscar Rice in 1910. Mr. Rice 
was a liability insurance man with years of experi- 
ence in that line. The advent of the automobile 
presented an opportunity for specialization in auto- 
mobile liability. There was no published statistics 
or data concerning this line of insurance. Mr. Rice, 
after much patient labor and time spent in searching 
the files of newspapers and corresponding with clerks 
of courts and other officials, succeeded in collecting 
the information upon which he based the organiza- 
tion of the “Western,” the first mutual company to 
undertake the writing of automobile liability ex- 
clusively. This Association has always confined it- 
self to writing the one-line automobile liability. 


(Not only is the “Western” the oldest, but it is the 
largest, and financially, the strongest mutual com- 
pany writing automobile liability. 


{its 1916 statement shows assets of $93,020, of which 

$86,466 was in cash, or high-grade municipal bonds, 

and the balance in miscellaneous items; with actual 

wea including reserve for unpaid losses, of 
4,950. 


(The “Western” is not an inter-insurance concern 
and has nothing in common with that class of com- 
panies. It is regularly incorporated under the law 
of Kansas, which law specifically provides that the 
individual members shall not be liable for the debts 
or obligations of the Association. 


{lt is licensed in Kansas, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin, Iowa and Oklahoma. 


(Can use a few good district or local agents in the 
states named. 


OSCAR RICE, Sec’y & Gen. Mgr. 
Fort Scott, Kansas. 
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owner was not bothered, and, finally, 
in order to save the expense of defend- 
ing the case and the owner from the 
trouble and expense incident to appear- 
ing in court several days, the insurance 
company compromised the claim for about 
what it would have cost to defend the 
suit. The owner of the automobile 
saved by taking out the policy of insur- 
ance in the nick of time, several times 
the yearly cost of the insurance to him. 
Child Never Negligent 

C D , living in an 

Oklahoma town, approached a 
country school house as the children 
had been dismissed and were pouring 
into the road. As he neared the chil- 
dren he sounded his horn and they di- 
vided part on one side of the road and 
part on the other, leaving him with just 
about room to pass. As he was passing 
between the two crowds of children, a 
small girl suddenly conceived the idea 
that she ought to be on the other side 
of the road with her larger sister and 
immediately proceeded to dash directly 
in front of the machine. The driver of 
the machine could not stop, and to 
swerve his machine either to right or 
left would be to plow into the’ children 
standing on each side of the road. He 
took the one desperate chance that 
seemed to him to present a possibility 
of escaping inflicting injury to the 
child, and swerved his machine slightly, 
only with the result that instead of 
striking one child, he struck two, seri- 
ously injuring each of them. As the 
law does not impute negligence to a 
child, and the case, if permitted to go 
to court, would largely resolve into an 
exhibition of two crippled éhildren, the 
insurance carrier proceeded to settle 
upon the best terms that could be ob- 
tained and as the injuries were severe, 
the amount paid was a very substantial 


sum. 
A BALL game was in progress in a 
Missouri city. A muscular batter 
knocked a fly that went clear outside 
the field. There was a rush of small 
boys to find the ball and one little fel- 
low, finding it, started on a run down 
the street with his prize. A number 





Unjust Suit Cost $1,500 


of boys and young men gave chase to 
recover the ball, and among them a 
young fellow who jumped upon a mo- 
torcycle, started down the street on his 
motorcycle at a very rapid pace. Dr. 
B approached the street where 
the chase was occurring at right angles 
and upon a street where he had the 
right of way by virtue of the city ordi- 
nances. He saw the young fellow ap- 
proaching on the motorcycle and the 
young man on the motorcycle saw him. 
The doctor proceeded upon his way, 
presuming, as he had a right to, that 
the motorcycle rider would respect his 
right of way, but the motorcycle rider 
did not slow down his machine, as he 
should have done, until he was close to 
the street intersection, and when he 
did attempt to stop his cycle found that 
he could not in the distance remaining, 
and he was going too fast to swerve his 
machine sufficiently to avoid striking 
the doctor’s car. The result was a col- 
lision in which the motorcycle rider sus- 
tained a badly broken leg. The doctor 
declined to recognize liability, and the 
young man brought suit, with the result 
that a jury gave him $2,500, and it took 
an appeal to the appellate court to se- 
cure a reversal of this manifest unjust 
award. The insurance carrier con- 
ducted the doctor’s defense, and while 
the final result was a complete exon- 
eration from liability, yet the expense 
of making the defense and of prosecut- 
ing the appeal, involved an expenditure 
of approximately $1,500. 


Trivial Accident Costly 


OUR assured’s automobile and a mo- 

torcycle came together at a cross- 
roads’ intersection. An .investigation 
was made which developed that our as- 
sured could hardly be held liable, and 
furthermore the injuries appeared to 
be very trivial, our doctor reporting 
that the disability should not exceed 
two weeks at the outside. Later on a 
very, serious situation developed, ne- 
crosis of the bone in one of the in- 
jured’s legs set in; amputation resulted 
and eventually the man died. His 
estate brought suit against our assured; 
the case went to trial, and a large judg- 
ment was recovered, which it was nec- 


essary for us to pay, as the liability 
had been established. 


*‘Blind’’ Cases Need Experts 


HIS company insured _ delivery 

trucks used by a newspaper pub- 
lished in an eastern city. The first in- 
formation of an accident came from a 
woman who alleged that about five 
o’clock in the morning, while crossing 
a street, she was struck by an automo- 
bile of our assured. The company’s 
adjuster immediately made inquiry of 
the office of the assured as to why there 
had been no report made of this acci- 
dent and was told that none of as- 
sured’s drivers had reported having sus- 
tained an accident at the time and place 
mentioned by the claimant. 

Thereafter each and every driver em- 
ployed by assured was interrogated 
separately, and they all denied being in 
the neighborhood in which the accident 
is alleged to have occurred at or about 
five o’clock in the morning of the day 
stated. 

An attempt to settle the case upon a 
nominal basis did not succeed and in 
due course suit was filed. By taking 
the plaintiff’s deposition it was learned 
that the automobile in question was 
traveling at a very high rate of speed. 
Investigation also developed the fact 
that on the morning in question, and 
at the time stated, there was so little 
light that it would have been difficult 
for anyone to read the name appearing 
on the truck, if it was traveling at the 
rate of speed claimed by the plaintiff. 

Among claim men generally the case, 
such as the one under consideration, 
is termed a “blind” case. Nevertheless, 
upon the trial of the suit a verdict was 
rendered in favor of the plaintiff for 
several thousand dollars. 

While the defendant’s motion for a 
new trial was pending a young boy who 
had testified at the trial on behalf of 
the plaintiff approached defendant’s 
counsel and informed him he had been 
promised a:-reward if he would testify 
to a state of facts which would enable 
the plaintiff to effect a recovery and 
that because plaintiff's counsel had 
failed to pay the reward after the trial, 
he was disposed to betray them. With 
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this information in hand counsel se- 
cured a new trial for defendant and 
subsequently were able to prove that 
the entire case was a fraud, not so much 
because no accident had occurred, but 
because it could not be shown that it 
was assured’s truck which caused the 
injuries. 

As you can readily see, the company 
was compelled to expend considerable 
time and money in establishing the 
nonliability of its assured. This bur- 
den would have fallen upon assured if 
it had not carried insurance on its 
trucks. Furthermore, but for the turn- 
ing up of the case by one of claimant’s 
witnesses, this company would have 
sustained a loss of several thousand 
dollars; or, if assured had not been pro- 
tected by a policy of insurance on its 
trucks, such loss would have fallen 
upon it. 


An All Year Business 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18) 
usually reported as occurring in closed 
garages, although recently the Travel- 
ers was called upon to pay a big loss 
where death occurred in a stall in a 
garage. The increased use of cars in 
the winter time, of course, tends to 
working over them in closed garages, 
and it is probable that with the increase 
in the number of cars more deaths of 
this character will be reported. 

All these hazards to which the insur- 
ance companies are exposed are some- 
thing for them to meet in the rates. 
The fact remains that notwithstanding 
the increased hazard the companies 
writing automobile insurance are all 
seeking as much of it as they can get, 
and all the agents have to concern 
themselves with is getting the business, 
which now can be secured at all times 
in the year and by reason of the in- 
creased hazard is needed more by the 
owners of cars than it was in the earlier 
days. The agents have been enabled to 
develop steady incomes from this 
source, and they are largely relieved of 
the strain of paying return commissions 
on cancellations in the fall, as they used 
to do when most cars were put up for 
the winter. 





“A Certain Wise Man” 





WHO OWNED AN INSURANCE AGENCY 


INVESTIGATED THE AUTOMOBILE POLICY OF AND 


THE GENERAL “POLICY” PURSUED BY 


The Kansas Casualty 


J. C. O. MORSE, President 


Cash Capital, $500,000.00 


WICHITA 


‘Conservative But Aggressive’ 


KANSAS 


& Surety Co. 


Assets, $800,000.00 
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Automobile Insurance Number 


Lock Credit Calculator 


TABLES BY WHICH AMOUNTS DEDUCTIBLE FOR 
WARRANTY MAY BE QUICKLY ASCERTAINED 


Copyright, 1917, by The National Underwriter Company. 


How much will a motorist in western conference territory save by 
equipping his machine with a lock approved by the Underwriters 


Laboratories? 


The answer given in the rate sheet of all companies is 15 percent 


of the theft rate. 


But the rate sheet does not show what theft rates are, except by — 


inference. 


Of course, they are the difference between rates for a nonvalued 
fire and transportation cover and a nonvalued fire, theft and transporta- 
tion cover. Consequently, it is a laborious process to figure out the 
amount of reduction from the premium. 

To obviate this work, the following tables have been prepared. 
They show in cents the amount deductible from the premium per $100 
of insurance for the use of the lock warranty. 

For example: Take a car originally costing $1,200 of a last year’s 
model and now insured for $800. If it is owned in the west and outside 
of Cook County, IIll., the credit as shown by the table is 30 cents per 
$100 of insurance, or $2.40 for the amount written. If the same car 
were owned in Chicago, or Cook County, the credit would be $.4125 


per $100 of insurance, or $3.30. 


These tables should be found of considerable use to agents through- 
out the country, and also to home offices and general agencies in the 
checking of rates. They can be made a supplement of the rate sheet 
which the agent carries in his wallet. 


EFFECTIVE IN WESTERN CONFERENCE TERRITORY OUTSIDE 
OF CHICAGO 


Original list price of auto- A 


Lock Credit per $100 Insurance 
B Cc D E 


mobile when new, excluding $3,500 $2,800 $1,400 $800 $799 


cost of additional equipment 
and extra bodies. 


and to to to and 


up $3,499 $2,499 $1,399 under 


This and next year’s models (1).$.0750 $.1125 $.1500 $3000 $.4125 
This and last year’s models (2). .0750 .1125  .1500 .3000  .4125 
Year before last models (3).... 0750 .1125 1125 2250 .3375 
Three years old models (4).... 0750 .1125 .1125 3000 .1875 
oe Eb. nn 0750 1125 1125 .2250 = .1125 


EFFECTIVE IN CHICAGO AND COOK COUNTY 


Lock Credit per $100 Insurance 
D E 


A B C 
Original list price of auto- $3,500 $2,500 $1,400 $800 $799 


mobile when new, excluding 
cost of additional equipment. 


This and next year’s models (1) .$.0 


and to to to and 


$3,499 $2,499 $1,399 under 


up 
750 $.1125 $3000 $.3750 $.6000 


This and last year’s models (2).. 0750 .1500 .1875 4125 = .5615 
Year before last models (3)..... 0750 1125 2250 3000  .4500 


Three-year-old models (4)..... 0750 


1500) =.2250 ~=—.3000_~—.3000 


Older models (5) ....56 6600065: GS 15 WS Ae 11 


Definition of Coverages 


(1) Meaning models bought new not 
more than six months prior to date 
surance attaches. 

(2) Meaning models bought new 
more than six months, but not more 
than eighteen months prior to date in- 
surance attaches. 

(3) Meaning models bought new 
more than eighteen months, but not 


| 





more than thirty months prior to date 
insurance attaches. 

(4) Meaning models bought new 
more than thirty months, but not more 
than forty-two months prior to date 
insurance attaches. 

(5) Meaning models bought new 
forty-two months or more prior to 
date insurance attaches. 












This was a perfectly healthy touring car until it formed a sudden but brief 
acquaintance with a perfectly good railway locomotive. Every town in the 
country has a death crossing that means death to motor cars and loss to their 


owners unless they carry collision insurance. 















Mr. R. U. A. Specialist? 


We have Attractive Openings for 
General, State, District and Local Agencies 


Automobile Insurance 








Columbia Insurance Company 
of Jersey City, New Jersey 


Phoenix Assurance Co., Ltd. 
of London, England. United States Branch 


Marine Department 


The Thames & Mersey Marine 


Insurance Company, Ltd., of Liverpool 


United States Branch 


The Union Marine Ins. Co., Ltd. 


of Liverpool, England. United States Branch 








3 South William St., New York City 


H. K. FOWLER 
Manager 


S. GODWIN WRIGHT 


Manager of Automobile Department 


F. H. CAUTY | 


Assistant Manager 





| ORGANIZED 1837 


ESTCHESTER 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF NEW YORK 


AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 


W 


FIRE 











THEFT 





WESTERN DEPARTMENT 


Sigfried Schwarz, Manager 


1101 Royal Building CHICAGO, ILL. 














Real Producers Wanted 


You will appreciate the selling features and low cost. 


Mid-West Mutual 


Automobile Indemnity Ass'n 
Wichita, Kansas 





Liability — Property Damage— Collision 
Fire— Theft— Tornado 


J. B. Henderson 


Secretary 
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‘Saturation Point 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10) 


men figure that the possible market for 
pleasure cars is even bigger than the 
figures would indicate. 

There are increasing uses for the 
passenger cars in various parts of the 
country, while trucks are just beginning 
to come into their own with the prac- 
tical certainty that a few years from 
now great quantities of freight will be 





WHERE PROSPECTS ARE 
THICKEST 


Cars 
Pop and Pop. 
July 1, F916 ima Per 
ery a 


Nebraska .. 
California . 


S. Da 

Minnesota . 
N. Dak. «<<< 
Arizona ... 
Michigan .. 


Wisconsin . 
Colorado ... 
Connecticut. 


Delaware .. 
Dist. of Col. 
Rhode Isl.. 
New Hamp. 
Missouri ... 


New Jersey 
Maryland .. 
Oklahoma . 
New Mexico 
Virginia ... 
Georgia ... 
Florida .... 
North Car.. 
West Va.... 
Tennessee . 
Kentucky .. 
South Car.. 
Mississippi. 
Alabama 
Louisiana 
Arkansas .. 1 739, 723 14; 704 

Total ..<.I2; 312 3,451,738 
Average for U. 


29 
Note. hE compiled for “The 
Automobile,” copyright, 1917, by 








The Class Journal Company. 





moved in the highways by motor trucks 
which will also act as feeders to railroads, 
making unnecesary the construction of 
expensive so-called “feeder lines.” Mo- 
tor vehicles must supplant a big part of 
the 24,000,000 horses now in use in this 
country. 

The pleasure car manufacturing has 
been at a standstill in Europe, which 
has thrown the greatest foreign de- 
mand on our pleasure car manufactur- 
ers in the history of the industry. Alli 
pleasure cars in the war-ridden coun- 





tries of Europe have been taken over 
by the military authorities. When 
peace comes those cars must be re- 
placed. Is it not logical that they will 
throw great demand on the American 
market, inasmuch as European factory 
facilities will be absolutely inadequate 
to supply the demand? So far as our 
domestic market alone is concerned, 
why should we speak of a saturation 
point, when only about 3,500,000 per- 
sons out of our 100,000,000 inhabitants 
own cars? This is only 3% percent. 


Stability of the Business 


Despite the remarkable advance 
which has been made, the automobile 
business has already arrived at a con- 
dition of stability which has won the 
confidence of the entire business world, 
and has secured its place as the world’s 
third greatest industry, ranking in 
amount of capital and business volume 
next to railroads and steel. It also 
shows the smallest percentage of fail- 
ures of any big industry and is the most 
profitable. 

The public will need automobiles just 
as steadily and overwhelmingly as it 
needs shoes; the volume of production 
will not only hold, but gain, as does 
the volume of any other necessity. That 
word “necessity” tells the whole auto- 
mobile story in itself, and there can be 
no “saturation point” with a necessity. 

And insurance is a necessary acces- 
sory to this necessity. 


An “Earnest” Threat 


The following letters have been 
turned over to the claim department 
of the American Automobile of St. 
Louis by an assured carrying property 
damage as well as other lines of in- 
surance with the company: 

Parish, Ala. 
Box No. 37 
Dec. the 4th, 1916. 
Mr. Waccaler. 
Dear Sir: 

I will rite you a fue lines to let you 
that you killed my dog a Saturday I 
was paying tax on and I will take ten 
dolards for it if that will safide me if 
it will you, that is reasenble for it. 

have fur witnesses that saw you 
run over it. 

Casie Earnest 

Saro Earnest 

Nickie Earnest 

Lelia Earnest 

I am willing to treat you as I wish 
to be treated. For thes things will 
hapen some times. 

Hope to heare from you in a fue days 

Yours truly, 
W. P. Earnest. 


Parish, Ala. 
12/11/1916. 
. Wacil 
" Saat Sur 
I have wated to — from you the 
time is out you were to let me hear 
from you. I want you to pay me for 
it if I dont get pay they are no nead 





ALASKA 
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CALIFORNIA 
COLORADO 


IDAHO 
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INCORPORATED 1836 
**‘STRONG AS THE STRONGEST” 


of paying tax on a dog. I have give 
you time to pay me. I aim to put it 
in my lawyers hand if I dont hear from 
you at wonts. 

I have treated you as a frend and 
you have not treated me as a friend. 

We have got proof that your car was 
the won that killed the dog and you 
dont deny passing at that time a day 
they are no nead of your trying to 
deny it. 

Hope to hear from you soon 

Yours truly, 
W. P. Earnest. 


The Neutralock 


The Neutralock made by the H-R 
Manufacturing Company of Chicago is 
one of the first that received the ap- 
proval of the Underwriters Laborato- 
ries of Chicago and the product now 
bears the label of that institution. 
When cars are equipped with the device 
the rate for theft insurance is reduced 
15 percent. 

The idea of the lock is to hold the 
gear shift in neutral and prevent the 
application of power to the wheels. 
The idea is simple and the lock itself 
is not intricate. It can be placed on 
a car without any difficulty and the 
prices, $7.50 and $8.50, are low enough 
so that in many cases the saving in in- 
surance over a period of two years will 
pay for the device. 

The lock also is a safety device, in 
that it will prevent the accidental start- 
ing of the machine. 

One of the most interesting features 
of the Neutralock is that the key is not 
used in locking this device. Simply 
press it with hand or foot and it snaps 
automatically, the key being used only 
to release the bolt when it automatic- 
ally releases from locked position. It 
is so easily operated that the owner 
should never neglect to lock his car. 
The construction is of heavy cast brass, 
and as proven by the Underwriters 
Laboratories tests will withstand any 
reasonable amount of hard usage it 
may be subjected to. 


The Whyness of It 


The automobile, like every other 
great reform, was once started by a 
crank. Some one has been unkind 
enough to suggest that the present rate 
schedule was designed to be a great 
reform and just as the crank as an es- 
sential in starting the automobile has 
been relegated to a side issue so the 
rate schedule should have attached to 
it a self-starting system, that will do 
away with the necessity for such stu- 
pendous labor before the agent can 
make the point of contact that starts 
the machinery of the policy to its des- 
tination. As a matter of fact, most 
agents liken the rate schedule to a spark 
plug; it is surely a hit and miss propo- 
sition and causes many knocks, even 
in a system of underwriting that is 
well oiled. However, as it requires uni- 





TO AGENTS IN 


KANSAS 
KENTUCKY 
MICHIGAN 
MINNESOTA 


MISSOURI 
MONTANA 
NEBRASKA 
NEVADA 


NEW MEXICO 
NORTH DAKOTA 
OHIO 
OKLAHOMA 


OF LONDON 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 


=e 





OFFERS A FULL LINE OF AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 


FIRE—THEFT—COLLISION—PROPERTY DAMAGE—TRANSPORTATION 


UNITED STATES ASSETS $6,680,597 
UNITED STATES SURPLUS $3,084,082 


Monadnock Block, CHICAGO 


OREGON 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE 
UTAH 


E NORTHERN ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 


The National Underwriter 


versal joint action to permit an engine 
to make a motor car go, so insurance 
companies must rely upon the same 
principle for smooth running, and they 
should all place their difficulties in the 
common melting pot of honest and le- 
gitimate cooperation, to the end that 
the greatest benefit may accrue to 
every one interested. 

This question has often been asked by 
—_ and policyholders: “Why should 





WHERE BUSINESS GROWS 
FASTEST 


Percent 

Incr. 

Over 

State 1915 

Pennsylvania .... 53 
Ohio 


Illinois 

New York . 
Texas 

California e 
Massachusetts ... 
Minnesota 
Michigan .. 
Indiana ... 


Wisconsin 

Iowa 

Missouri 
Oklahoma 
Washington 
Georgia 

Colorado 
Connecticut ...... 
North Dakota .... 
South Dakota .... 
Virginia 

North Carolina .. 
Kentucky . 

Maine ... 
Montana .... 
Mississippi . 
Alabama 


West Virginia ... 
Oregon 

Arkansas 
Louisiana ........ 
Idaho 


Rhode Island 
Arizona 

South Carolina .. 
Tennessee 

New Hampshire.. 
Wyoming 

New Mexico 

Dist. of Columbia. 
Vermont 
Delaware 

Nevada 

Florida 


1,070,143 

Average increase. 44 
Note.—Figures compiled for “The 
Automobile,” copyright, 1917, by 
The Class Journal Company. 











the company require practically the 
same amount of premium for a greatly 
reduced amount of insurance on an old 
car as that obtained for full insurance 
on a new car?” The answer is that it 
costs just as much, and even more, to 
repair and replace the parts of an old 
car as it does a new one, and as the 
policy covers the cost of making repair 
or replacement with material of like 
kind and quality, the company must ob- 
tain a sufficient premium to cover the 
partial loss hazard. This is one rea- 
son why it seems necessary to have so 
many different rates. 
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Automobile Insurance Number 


Are Theft Rates Too High? 


NOt all of the automobile thieves 
were in Chicago last year. They stole 
3500 cars in that city, but they also 
stole 1,000 in Nebraska. As there are 
about twice as many cars and twice as 
many people in Chicago as in the state 
of Nebraska, the thieves were at least 
half as bad in the perfectly law-abiding 
commonwealth of the Great Commoner 
as they were in William Hale Thomp- 
son’s wicked city. 

But nearly 75 percent of the cars 
stolen in Chicago were recovered, 
while very few of those taken in Ne- 
braska were ever returned to their orig- 
inal owners. 

As Nebraska is certainly as law abid- 
ing a community as any other western 
state, these facts show the necessity 


braska. Of these, only a very small 
percentage are recovered. The greater 
number of depredations are among the 
low priced cars. The reason for this 
is that the low priced car has fewer 
marks of identification. File the num- 
ber off a Ford and unless the owner 
sees it done it will hustle him to rec- 
ognize his own car. These cars are as 
much alike as sparrows. 

“Many who have studied the matter,” 
Mr. Jones went on, “believe that it 
would help if the legislature would 
make it a felony for anyone to buy a 
car without there being made accessible 
a complete record. It is a great help 
to the car thieves that they can sell 
the cars quite readily, without having 
to make any showing as to where they 

















Big City Opportunities 


The Atlas recently entered the automobile insurance field and 
still has automobile agency openings in some of the larger as 
well as smaller cities. 


This condition presents 
opportunities to either 
fire or casualty offices. 


The Atlas 
Issues a Stand- 
dard Automo- 
bile Policy 


Covering the 
Fire 
Theft and 
Transportation 


Hazards. 


Regular At- 
las Service 
on Automo- 
Ng bile Business. 
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Atlas Assurance Company, Ltd. 


of, London, England Established 1808 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
CHICAGO 
Geo. E. Haas, Manager E. W. Jewell, Assistant Manager 











Stolen cars are often found, but who wants to recover anything like this? If 
the owner carried theft insurance the insurance company would pay the loss, 
dispose of the salvage and attempt to dispose of the thieves via the courts 


and the penitentiaries. 


The theft coverage is a service as well as an in- 


demnity contract. 


for theft insurance and fully justify the 
rates charged for it in the country and 
tural communities when Chicago theft 
rates are used as a comparative meas- 
urement. That Chicago rates are not 
too high is proven by the fact that sev- 
cral companies writing theft insurance 
will not take the business in Chicago 
and others restrict their writings there 
to certain classes of cars or to machines 
equipped with approved locks. 

The following, from an account of 
the annual meeting of the Nebraska 
Sheriffs’ Association in the Hastings, 
Neb., Tribune of Jan. 10, 1917, is of in- 
terest in this connection: 

“There are two matters,” said Sheriff 
ohn A. Jones of Superior, president of 
the sheriffs’ association, “that are of 
Serious importance to the officers of 
Nebraska and the public. We need 
some legislation that will help to con- 
trol the automobile stealing situation, 
and we believe that the board of par- 
dons is showing leniency in too many 
Cases, 

“During a year,” continued Sheriff 
Jones, “somewhere between 700 and 
1,000 automobiles are stolen in Ne- 


got them. This is a matter that needs 
legislation. 

“There is a growing feeling against 
car thieves and unless they are 
checked by the authorities there is a 
growing danger that mob law will be 
the result.” 


Uniform Experience 


Companies belonging to the National 
Automobile Underwriters Conference 
have all reported their experience on 
1916 business to the various territorial 
conferences on a uniform schedule ac- 
cording to states. As many of them 
did not keep their experience figures 
in the same manner as the conference 
wishes its data, complete information 
was not requested. All of them have 
been furnished with schedules and have 
agreed to keep their amounts at risk, 
losses, etc., in the same manner in 1917. 
While the data available this year will 
be very useful to the rating commit- 
tees, that to be secured on this year’s 
business will be of inestimable value. 
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“THE BETTER SERVICE” 
Appeals to Agents and Brokers 
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Automobile Insurances 
LIABILITY—PROPERTY DAMAGE—COLLISION 


Interstate Casualty Company 


Insurance Exchange, Chicago, Illinois 














‘‘The Better Service!’’ 











30 


Depreciating Form 


The New Jersey and New Brunswick, 
which are under virtually the same 
management, are writing a special form 
of automobile policy that varies mate- 
rially from the usual automobile con- 
tract. It covers fire, theft, explosion, 
windstorm, earthquake, lightning, hail 
and flood hazards. It is a valued con- 
tract for 100 percent of the list price 


monthly in the first year, 2 percent 
monthly the second year and 1 percent 
monthly the third year, giving 31 per- 
cent of the original cost as the insur- 
ance end of third year. The policy may 
be written for either three years at 
two and one-half annual premiums or 
for one year and renewed annually for 
the premium originally charged. The 
rate for cars costing $2,500 or more is 
1 percent; for cars costing from $800 


of the car during the first month, and 
a decreasing amount monthly there- 
after. The reduction is 3 percent 


to $2,500, 114 percent; and for cars un- 
der $800, 2 percent. The rate for elec- 
tric cars is three-fourths of 1 percent. 


———_===: 





We are pioneer underwriters of automobile insurance. 
Let us write for you all such insurance obtained. 


THE HOOD AGENCY, INC. 


General Agents 


Ocean Accident & Guarantee Corp., Ltd. 
St. Paul Fire & Marine Ins. Co. 


PHOENIX BLDG., 


Queen Ins. Co. 
Union Assurance 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 











The Automobile Policy 
That Automobilists Want 


A STANDARD FIRE POLICY 
With Floater Form Attached 


q A contract without ambiguities. 
@ A contract that has been defi- 

nitely construed by the courts. 
q A contract that people know. 


G A contract that the policyholder 
need not study nor even read. 


Issued by the 


OHIO FARMERS 


HOME OFFICE: 


LEROY, OHIO 


F. H. Hawley, President 
W. E. Haines, Secretary 





INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT: 
INSURANCE EXCH., CHICAGO 


Charles L. Hecox, Manager 
Guy A. Richards, Asst. Manager 





, Fire and Theft 


on Automobiles 





Policies Easy to Sell 
and Worth Selling 


HOME OFFICE: 
29 S. La Salle St., CHICAGO 


The depreciating form of policy, 
such as is issued by the two companies, 
has many adherents among automobile 
men and is believed to solve some of 
the problems of valuation. The sim- 
plicity of the contract and the sim- 
plicity of the rate sheet appeals to 
many agents. 


Turning the Tables 


When a motor car and a team meet, 
to the sorrow of both motorist and 
teamster, it is usually a safe bet that the 
car owner will be sued, and almost as 
safe a bet that he will pay. If he car- 
ries liability, property damage and col- 
lision insurance, the insurance com- 
pany will defend him, pay what claim 
there may be against him, and also re- 
pair his car. 

One motorist recently turned the ta- 
bles, however, and showed the team- 
ster the need of teams’ property damage 
insurance. 

The following interesting item ap- 
peared in the Des Moines, Ia., Regis- 
ter-Leader of Jan. 26, 1917: 

AUTOIST WANTS DAMAGES 

Says Runaway Horses Jumpep IN 

His MACHINE 

As an outgrowth of a runaway 
and automobile accident last sum- 
mer, suit for $1,000 damages was 
started in District Judge Utter- 
back’s court late yesterday after- 
noon by Albert Arnes against 
Chase & West. 

Arnes claims that a team belong- 
ing to Chase & West ran away from 
the driver last summer and leaped 
upon an automobile in which the 
plaintiff was riding, severely injur- 
ing him. 


This Is Insurance 


No better explanation of how insur- 
ance companies handle theft losses can 
be given than the following article from 
the Beaumont, Tex., Enterprise of Jan. 
9, 1917. This article is worth clipping 
out for use in soliciting, and it would 
be particularly appropriate for use just 
prior to the visit of a circus in your 
city this season: 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
PAYS FOR STOLEN CAR 


Hope of finding their six-passen- 
ger Buick automobile, which was 
stolen several weeks ago and which 
has been sought throughout the 
United States, was yesterday aban- 
doned by Mr. and Mrs. S. P. Kel- 
ley, 1198 Calder avenue, so they 
purchased a new car. Mrs. Kelley 
yesterday took out license num- 
ber 3802 for the new machine. The 
Kelley car was taken the night a 
circus played in Beaumont. A pad- 
lock was pried from the garage 
door. Absolutely no trace of the 
car was found, although Buick 
agencies throughout nation were 
notified and the insurance company 
which carried insurance on the ma- 
chine had detectives come here in 
an effort to trace it. Finally the 
company gave up and paid the in- 
surance money for the lost car, 
also paying all expenses to which 
Mr. Kelley had been occasioned by 
reason of its theft. 


Builds Big Business 


The Smith-Lawson-Coambs Company, 
Chicago, general agents of the Georgia 
Casualty for Illinois, has disproved the 
old idea that a general agency doing 
strictly a brokerage business, cannot be 
successful. 

Starting when the Georgia Casualty 
entered Illinois in April, 1915, the firm 
has built up the largest automobile pre- 
mium income of any agency in the 
United States within the short period 
of two years. 

It has specialized on the broker, the 
individual producer who places 2 few 
risks a year, and pays his accounts 
promptly. 

No salaried solicitors, special agents 
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or house brokers are employed. It is 
felt that special agents and house bro. 
kers enjoy certain commission and ex. 
pense privileges which are bound to 
burden the general agency with an ex. 
cessive overhead. Then, again, special 
agents and house brokers are too often 
permitted to quote “special” rates be. 
low the regular schedule of the com- 
pany, which openly antagonizes the in- 
dependent brokers who solicit the same 
risks. 

Very recently the agency mailed q 
letter to every private car owner in Chi- 
cago, and the several hundred “leads” 
received from this extensive advertising 
were turned over to brokers who pat. 
ronize the office. 


It Would Have Cost 


Less to Insure 


From the Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution, 
Jan. 5, 1917 


$1,500 VERDICT GIVEN 
GIRL STRUCK BY TRUCK 


In the suit brought for Miss 
Dena Harrell, of 57 Boulevard Ter- 
race, by her mother, Mrs. Mattie E. 
Harrell, against the Blue Valley 
Butter company, for $30,000 dam- 
ages, following an accident in which 
the girl was run over and seriously 
injured by a Blue Valley motor 
truck on August 18, 1916, at the 
corner of North Boulevard and 
Boulevard Terrace, when Miss Har- 
rell was attempting to catch a car, 
the United States district court on 
Thursday “considered and adjudged 
that the plaintiff do recover of the 
defendant the sum of $1,500 with 
costs of suit.” 


From the St. Paul (Minn.) Dispatch, 
Jan, 12, 1917 


$1,400 IS AWARDED FOR 
AUTO INJURIES TO BOY 


A jury in District Judge H. 0. 
Hanft’s court today returned a five- 
sixths verdict against Mrs. Annie 
Webster, 772 Linwood place, award- 
ing T. J. Kennedy, railway shop 
foreman, damages of $1,400 for in- 
juries alleged to have been re- 
ceived by his 11-year-old son Le Roy, 
when struck by an automobile 
driven by Miss Margaret Webster. 

Miss Webster is a daughter of 
William H. Webster, former police 
commissioner. 

Mr. Kennedy asked $15,000 dam- 
ages. 

‘ 


From the Dubuque (Ia.) Journal, 
Jan. 28, 1917 


VERDICT FOR ROUNDY 


Jury Awards Father of Boy 
Injured in Automobile Acci- 


dent the Sum of $1,500 


W. A. Roundy was awarded dam- 
ages of $1,500 by the jury in the 
trial of his $5,000 suit for damages 
against A. F. Bany, of Plainfield, 
Minn., which closed on Saturday 
morning in Judge D. E. Maguire’. 
division of the county district court. 
The jury had a night session before 
it could agree on a verdict. 

Mr. Roundy brought suit to re 
cover damages for the loss of the 
future earning power of his son, 
Walter, and to cover the hospital 
and medical expenses he was sub- 
jected to as a result of the injuries 
sustained by the boy when he was 
struck by the defendant’s automo 
bile at the intersection of Couler 
avenue and Hart street last August. 
It was alleged that the boy suffered 
permanent injuries. The father has 
another suit growing out of the 
same accident pending against Mr. 
Bany. The second suit is brought 
in behalf of the boy and is for 
damages in the amount of $10,000. 
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“The Leading FIRE Ins. Co. of America’”’ 


The A.tna of Hartford 


established in 1819 issues strong, liberal 
prompt paying policies covering all loss to 


AUTOMOBILES 


caused by fire, theft and transportation. A&tna Agents, this is your opportunity to add 
to your income 


AZTNA INSURANCE COMPANY 


WILLIAM B. CLARK, President 
AETNA UNDERWRITERS DEPARTMENT 


Western Branch “ “ CHICAGO 


Thos. E. Gallagher, General Agent Louis O. Kohtz, Asst. Genl. Agent Ralph B. Ives, Assistant Secretary 


SPECIAL AUTOMOBILE FLOATERS 


BROAD PROTECTION FOR 
AUTOMOBILE OWNERS 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF NORTH AMERICA 


of Philadelphia 





For Sample Policies, Rates and Full Particulars, apply to 


PLATT, YUNGMAN & CO., General Agents 


400 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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Place Your Automobile Insurance 


IN THE 


Phoenix of Hartford 


FULL MARINE FLOATER 








(Fire, Theft, Transportation and Collisidn) 








Connecticut Fire Insurance Co. 
FULL MARINE FLOATER 


(Fire, Theft, Transportation and Collision) 








Equitable Fire and Marine 


Insurance Co. of Providence, R. I. 
FULL MARINE FLOATER 


(Fire, Theft, Transportation and Collision) 








The Policies issued by these Companies are Broad and Clear. 


No Restrictions as to Location of Car. 
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No Restrictions as to Use or Storage of Gasoline. 


Excellent Service by Large Agency and Field Staffs, covering 
all parts of the United States. 








The owner of an Automobile insured in one State who may sustain a loss in an-. 
other State, is assured of prompt attention on the spot, by one of our staff adjusters 
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